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The National University of Singapore (NUS) invites applications to its research 
programmes leading to the Master’s degree and the degree of Doctor of Philosophy! 
These programmes are available in various disciplines, including architecture]., 
bioengineering, building, business administration, computing, dentistry, engineering, 
humanities, law, medicine, science and social sciences. Successful candidates must 
complete relevant coursework and undertake thesis research under the guidance of 
advisors. 


NUS offers attractive bond-free research scholarships which provide full-time 
master’s and doctoral research candidates with a monthly stipend of S$1,500 and a 
full tuition fee subsidy. Outstanding candidates are also eligible for additional 
fellowships. 

Applicants must have a four-year degree with at least upper second class honours or 
equivalent. Applications for AY 2004/5, Semester 1 will close in the month of 
December 2003. 

To find out more about the various programmes offered by the respective 
faculty/school, visit our website at http://www.nus.edu.sq/ . You may e-mail to 
reqbox2@nus.edu.sq for further queries. 
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Empty Show 


irjito Canberra's alternative art scene 


Thom MaMe 


Your New Union Chair wm 

Nick Oettinger, the recently elected Chair of your Union, takes the h^^^Stions from Woroni's Maciej Wasilewicz 


Wil Anderson 


Interview by Adam Brodie-McKenzie 
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...freaked out by a rumoured 
union between an infamous 

-■ rVr&^iV^VCi •: 5 .:•••■ ' 

campus Labonte, and an equally .; 


infamous Liberal. We hear this is m 
the only type of union that this ■ 
Liberal is likely to participate in... 
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..happy to give a book or CD to the first person to correctly 
identify the location of this sticker (below) . 

Hint # 1:The Ashes 

To throw your hat in the ring send an e-mail to: 

woroni articles@student.anu.edu.au 


Editor: Ali Jenkins 
Editor: Thom Mackey 

Editor - Features and Letters: 

Nich Farrelly 
News Editor: Maciej 
Wasilewicz 

Opinion Editors: Alice Allan and 
Jessica Giovanelli 
Satire: Adam Hornsey 
Advertising Manager: Dana Quick 
Entertainment Editors: Lucy , 
Clynes, Fern Beavis, Alice Allan, 
Adam Brodie-McKenzie 
Photos: Nich Farrelly and others... 
Cover: Ali Jenkins, Badgo Baggins 
Proudly Printed by 
Spotpress Pty Ltd. Contact Email:- 
sales@spotpress.com 
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...apprehensive about our new 
immigration Minister... 
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...wishing SA Camp Mum and Wonder Administrator Michelle McWilliam a wonder-jji 
ful time while she goes off to look after her brand new baby! good luck Michelle!';: 




...totally rooting for 
Cosima and Paulini (just 
like, apparently, a cer- 
tain male contestant.) 
We actually really liked 
Cosima's eyebrows, 
and have been missing 
them ever since... 


Love and kisses: Stephen Still, 
Michelle McWilliam, Broriwyn Evans, 

Sur Farrelly, Nich's thesis and Ali 
; : . andThom's first day of term essays, 
everybody who made this edition T 
, happen, particularly everybody who - 

worked on the public holiday. 

Kick in the ass: Too many to count 
V; ^ thistinie aroupd. We'll save 'em for 
nexttime™ 


...happy that the sun and 
warmth are back again... 


.terrified of the tree sperm 
which is about to attack 
campus. Remember: When 
the fluff starts to fall, it's 
time to start studying! 


...Sickly amused at the mauling of 
Vegas legend Roy Horn by one of 
his "pet" tigers. Go Montecore Go! 

*at the time this went to print Roy was still alive. 
Woroni's apologies if this is no longer the case... 


ironi,artic!es@student 


























National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page1 61 65481 











■ > •• ' f •: »•* t V'V >» 1 1 v * ‘t <tV*» •> ! » CV ; f ! t v ' 

• > < • ». : *5 ■ J ** IW* 14 1 » / it « » i I fi • * .» . » » i* IJl t 1 . « i Sr « * I * 


'r * V, », « a fc. ? V y "i f’l V '« a"* > * « 


r r r • » * 


m i i ( i h I i •» i 


1 »» «5 «♦ l| >)l|ilitiil|'Ji 


i 


Fuck Tooheys? 

I just finished reading the election 
speel for Erika Belmar, where she 
personally takes credit for the 
Uni Bar refurbishment. So it was 
you, was it? Wow, you were really 
keeping with your Labor values 
when you sold us up the creek 
to a corporation. Yay! We have 
swish new chairs now, but we’re 
also forced to drink shitty beer 
while we sit in th em. Fuck you, 
corporate and fuck Tooheys 

for stealing all my favourite bars. 

Daniel Robinson 

Middle-Eastern Affair? 

Dear Woroni, 

I noted with concern that Ben 
Sakker Kelly, running for Gen. 
Rep., mentioned both Israel and 
his Jewish faith in his hundred- 
word statement. David Walton’s 
“solution” to the Israeli situation, 
while tasteless, was acceptable due 
to his running under a joke-ticket. 

What, though, is Ben’s excuse? 

’Perhaps he’d hear less statements 
H H that “Israel should be completely 


candidate, the facinorous, 
malignant mangier of words, 
would be construed as an 
endorsement of further poetic 
effluvia. For the sake of the noble 
art of poetry, if nothing else, I 
pray he does not win. 

Yours sincerely, 

Norman David Gerre. 


cost increases have to be passed 
on to students through increased 
tariffs, but the University is unable 
to support the operation of the 
Halls. 

J. A. Richards 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor 

My father married two 
wives...? 


j destroyed” if he didn’t bring up 

v the topic with every second breath. 

His religion is hardly relevant to 
, : H- student politics, and even less so 
is his stance on Middle-Eastern 
affairs. 
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Increase for Ressies? 

Dear Editor, 

The Residential Halls of 
the University operate as 
independent “business” units, in 
that they have to meet all running 
and maintenance costs from 
their own sources of income. 

Their income is determined 
significantly by the tariffs charged 
to their student residents, along 
with smaller amounts earned 
through accommodating visitors 
to conferences and workshops 
during vacation periods. 

Each year, the University looks 
at the tariffs for the Halls and 
assesses whether they need to 
be moved in line with cost 
increases. On some occasions, 
such as during the middle 
1990’s when student demand 
for residential accommodation on 
campus was down, there was no 
opportunity to increase tariffs. 
Increases since that time have not 
allowed the operating income of 
the Halls to reach a level to cover 
cost increases. 


• -f-’-T .• 2, 
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Dear Sir, 

I am an undergraduate of the 
Xiamen University of China, I 
am 21 years old and Studying 
Theology in the above institution 
and in my final year, lam a . 
muslim, from Togo of West Africa 
ling want to seek your assistance for a 
very important and confidential 
matter as regards my future. I 
am from a polygamous home, 
my father was a rich man, and 
I am the first son of my father. 

My father married two wives 

|*C t 

my mum being the senior wife 
gave birth to only me while my 
stepmother has five (5) children. 
Unfortunately, in February 2002, 1 
lost my father , he died in ghastly 
motor accident in lome while, on 
his usual business trip. Due to this 
incident, there has been problems 
in my home, my fathers family and 
his immediate relations, including 
my stepmother are all scrambling 
for my dad’s wealth .However, As i 
have just returned from Togo 
last month, I got hold of my 
father’s safe and inside it I got a 
list of his assets and finances, but 
' r£r the one of interest to me is a legacy 
left behind for me. In it, though 
dead now, he signed me as his 
e . ■ * next of kin. He lodged money in a 
security company the sum of 
:ost US$12,500,000.00 (Twelve million, 

0 five hundred thousand U.S. 

Dollars) which he left stricdy 


Thanks for going through this 
letter. 

Best Regard, 
lati frank 

More from Dr Jago? 

Dear Sir/Madam 
Most Australians NEVER think 
about sex. They dream about 
it, drool about it -- but don’t 
THINK about it. 

Thinking means applying your 
mind to the reality of something. 

Thinking about sex would tell us 
there are LAWS about sex, written 
into the universe: 

* Sex is for making babies like 
lungs are for breathing air -- so 
contraception is always wrong. 

* Growing children need two par- 
ents committed life-long — so sex 
outside marriage is always wrong. 

As with any universal law (e.g. 
the law of gravity) when people try 
breaking it, it breaks them. 

This isn’t a religious opinion. 

It’s based on hard evidence -- 
sexually transmitted disease rates, 
divorce rates, suicide rates and 
abortion rates. 


Yours sincerely 
Arnold Jago 


..V j'r 


Awful Trees and Grass? 

DearWoroni, 

Congratulations to Facilities and $||§ 
Services for their latest endeavours r J§ 
in the Colleges Precinct! For ‘ 
readers who haven’t had a chance 
to view their handiwork first 
hand, our heroes have successfully 
eradicated all sorts of horrible 
greenspace and vegetation in 
order to make way for another 








yf-; progress lro 


insufficiehtly, egregious cr 
against liter ,ti '» : ~‘'’ 

— “"gone? 


' ; trustworthy to assist me in not 

ng th?.Halk relate Srst to ; bn^taUngttiia money out, but 
forthcoming pay rises under u„ • 


adequately priced to ensure that it 

retains its good-as-new status for _______ } ' 

the foreseeable future! However, - 

I’m concerned that F+S might 
not be aware of all of the simply 
AWFUL trees and grass over near 
the Vice-Chancellor’s mansion. If * , ; || W'.:r. 
we’re ever to look like UNSW, this 
will have to be replaced with car 

v.' ; . , • ;•••.. :• a V- 
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Fear of Apathy in Students’ 
Association Elections 


Momentum Nexus Sweeps 
the SA Elections 


By Petar Milinkovic 

D id you vote in the SA 
Elections? While the 
candidates running for a part in 
the ANU Students’ Association 
were feeling optimistic during 
election week, there was still 
much concern about the number of 
ANU students who would actually 
vote. This is despite the power of 
the Students’ Association, which 
does everything from organizing 
events to advocating for student 
rights. 

Presidential candidate Max 
Jeganathan (who went on to win) 
said that although the number 
of students getting involved with 
the Students Association is quite 
good compared to other Australian 
Universities, it could still be better. 
“In ANU funnily enough we have 
one of the best student engagements 
in the country... [but] we’re running 
at around a ten percent engagement 
rate of students that vote”. 

Duncan Harrod, who also 
ran for president, agrees. “We 
actually have a high turnout rate, 
but it’s not high enough... it’s 
quite pathetic”, and believes the 
fraction of students who vote could 
be increased by better informing 
the students about the role of the 
Students Association. “We need to 
tell people about things earlier... 
there should be courses run in O- 
week about the university and how 


it runs, so people are aware right at 
the start”. 

Correa McKenzie, who also ran 
in the elections and will be the 
education officer of the Student’s 
Association next year, also believes 
more students should be getting 
involved. “It doesn’t take very long 
to vote, it’s not very hard, and... it’s 
kind of the only opportunity you 
get to say where the $340,000 that 
goes to the students association 
from the GSF every year goes and 
what’s done with it”. She also said 
that students who say they don’t 
care about the elections and hassle 
student politicians for getting 
involved with the running of the 
university are in “pretty poor 
form” because “these people [that 
get involved] are the people who’ve 
got the guts... and the commitment 
and the dedication to actually 
doing something really positive 
for students and doing something 
really positive on ANU”. 


By Maciej Wasilewicz 


M omentum Nexus won most 
of the positions in the 
annual Students’ Association 
Elections. The entire executive 
of the ticket won their respective 
positions including Max 
Jeganathan as President, Kathryn 
Cooper as Vice-President, 
Anna Joy Hoffmann as General 
Secretary, Jiann Yuh Ong as 
Treasurer, Matthew “Shorty” 
Short as Social Officer. 

Collective Endorsed won the 
departmental positions including 
Correa McKenzie as Education 
Officer, with the remainder of 
the ticket winning unopposed 
including Amanda Connell as 
Women’s Officer, David Mills as 
Sexuality Officer (for a second 
term) and Alexander Tietge as 
Environmental Officer. 



Some ANU student 
politicians grazing 
(at Left and Right) 
in Union Court. The 
yearly migration is 
now over but ex- 
perts note that mat- 
ing season begins 
shortly. You have 
been warned. 


Three Momentum Nexus 
candidates (Bek Hamed, Kerry 
Mure and Sukanthan Aravindan) 
and one ER candidate (Correa 
McKenzie) will be representing our 
campus at the National Union of 
Students Conference in December 
in Ballarat. 

Momentum Nexus won 9 of the 
General Representative positions 
on the Student Representative 
Council with ER winnning 3 
and Students’ First winning the 
remaining 2. 

All Faculty Representative 
positions went to Momentum 
Nexus. 

Woroni will be edited by The 
Adams (Adam Brodie-McKenzie 
and Adam Hornsey) next year. 

Full results are available at: 

http://www.anu.edu.au/cabs/ 

elections/anusa/index.html 



NTEU at the ANU Plans to Support National Strike 


By Maciej Wasilewicz 

A NU Academics, led by the 
National Tertiary Education 
Union (NTEU) are striking for the 
first time in over two years. The 
cause of the strike is the proposed 
changes to industrial relations 
currently being proposed by the 
Federal Coalition Government 
While there is broad agreement 
that universities need additional 
funding, the concern is that the 
Federal Government proposes to 
make additional money contingent 
on universities accepting industrial 
relations reform. In particular, 
Australian Award Agreements 
(AWAs) will need to be offered to 
all staff before the government 
allows universities to access $404 
million of extra funding. 

AWAs are a Howard government 
invention and are designed as 
contracts between individual 
employees and employers. This is 
opposed to the current situation 
where staff collectively negotiate 
Enterprise Bargaining agreements 
through their Unions. On the one 
hand the Coalition argues that 


AWAs offer flexibility and on the 
other hand the Australian Vice 
Chancellor’s committee believes 
that university autonomy should 
be preserved and university 
funding should be tied to education 
outcomes, not industrial relations 
reform. 

“This is unwelcome and 
unprecedented interference into 
universities management and 
an unacceptable challenge to 
university autonomy” according 
to Derek Corrigan, the President 
of the NTEU branch at the ANU. 
“For universities to be able to 
fulfil their important community 
and social role it is not acceptable 
for any government of- whatever 
political persuasion to interfere in 
their running in this manner.” 

The Vice Chancellor, Professor 
Ian Chubb, agrees saying that 
“I also have concerns that this 
approach is simply the beginning 
of a process that will allow increase 
intrusion by governments into the 
ways that universities go about 
their business.” 

The Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition, the Hon Jenny Macklin 


agrees saying that “The conditions 
have nothing whatsoever to do 
with universities’ core functions 
of teaching and research, are 
transparently ideological and 
comprise untenable forms of 
micro-management.” 

The Hon Brendan Nelson, 
Minster for Education, response is 
that “... employees should be free, 
if they choose to without coercion, 
to negotiate individual working 
arrangements with their employer, 
in this case with universities.” 

A spokesperson for Dr Nelson 
said of the proposed strike ““It is 
completely unnecessary and will 
have an unfair impact on students 
in the lead up to their final year 
exams”. 

While the NTEU agrees that 
the strike will disrupt students in 
the “short term” it will “defending 
their long term educational 
prospects”. Mr Corrigan said 
that “any disruption, even for the 
greater good, is regrettable and the 
decision, as previously state, was 
not taken lightly.” 

It is still too early to understand 
what impact the strike will have 


on students, but the duration will 
be the day of October the 16 th . 
Not every academic is a member 
of the Union and last strike this 
meant that not every academic 
participated. 

Currently the Democrats, the 
Greens, the ALP and Pauline 
Hanson’s One Nation Party senator, 
Len Harris, have all declared their 
opposition to the legislation. If 
these parties remain opposed, the 
legislation will be blocked in the 
Senate, creating a trigger for a 
double dissolution election. The 
Prime Minister, John Howard, 
has been hinting at a double 
dissolution election sometime in 
the near future. 

Other elements of the reform 
package include voluntary student 
unionism, allowing more up front 
domestic fee paying students 
and allowing universities to vary 
HECS fees up or down by 30%. 
The Australian Vice Chancellors 
Committee broadly supports 
most of the reforms but there is 
unified opposition to the elements 
associated with industrial relations 
reforms. 
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Sports Facilities Upgraded 
at the ANU 


By Nikki McPherson 

O lympic quality facilities, 
energy-efficient, and 

aesthetically pleasing, the 
ANU Sports Hall upgrade and 
extension was officially opened 
on the 4th of September. With this 
upgrade completed, will the next 
project for Sports and Recreation 
be a pool? 

The ceremony, attended by 
ANU Vice Chancellor Ian Chubb, 
and acting ACT Chief Minister 
Ten Quinlan, marked the end of 
the twelve month, close to $1.9 
million upgrade of facilities. The 
decision to extend the Sports Hall 
was made around four years ago 
by the ANU Sports Council with 
major construction ending in 
March this year. 

Operations Manager of the ANU 
Sports and Recreation Association, 
Mr. Clay Coad, commented that 
the new facilities were “excellent” 
and emphasised the quality of the 
new surfaces, improved lighting 
and new features such as highest- 
quality basketball backboards. 


Regular user of the new facilities, 
ANU student Jim Crouch said 
“The facilities are a great asset 
to the ANU and are used by both 
students and members of the 
general public alike.” 

Despite knowing nothing 
of recent SA election promises 
regarding a pool for the ANU, 
Mr. Coad stated that “...a new 
future project may be a pool.” He 
stated that there had been some 
“completely informal” discussion 
on the topic, however, he went on 
to point out that the idea has been 
overturned three times in the past. 


ANU Union Board Elects 
New Director 

By Thom Mackey T , , , , . „ „ 
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If we can't have a pool, how about a 
permanent circatron? Cool, no? 


O n the 19th of September the 
newly elected ANU Union 
Board met for the first time to 
elect the Director for the new year. 
Two candidates were nominated, 
Nicholas Oettinger and Peter 
Graham, with Oettinger being the 
final winner. 

After recounting his sucesses on the 
Board last year, Mr. Oettinger discussed 
the issues that were important to him, 
including the need to provide more 
benefits for international students 
and to continue the upgrade of the 
refectory. Oettinger also outlined his 
plans for the financial management 
of the University Union, especially his 
plan to invest Union funds in property 
for student accommodation. 

Members of the Board seemed less 
that pleased with Nicholas’ opening 
announcements, with Oettinger 
receiving a healthy grilling from 
several Board Members on the 
various issues surrounding property 
investments. Oettinger was unable to 
provide any details, saying “it’s just an 
idea” and “the amount of funds would 
have to be considered very deeply and 


I haven’t planned it yet.” Oettinger 
was also questioned about the policies 
on the remuneration of the Union 
Board Chair, a topic which has caused 
some friction in the past, and agreed 
that the Board “will not increase 
the honourarium for directors until 
incorporation (of the Union).” 

With the Board members satiated, 
Peter Graham commenced his speech. 
While mentioning the issues of 
international students’ needs and the 
refectory upgrade, he also discussed 
waste reduction initiatives. When 
questioned on die topic of Union funds 
being invested in property, Graham 
stated that he “would never want to 
jeopardise Union funds,” and that he 
was “happy to keep them (the funds) in 
term deposits.” 

The motion to vote was passed and 
after some confusion as to how the 
process was executed, Nicholas 
Oettinger won the vote 4:3 and was 
officially elected the Director of the 
ANU union. It may be worth noting 
that 3 of the 4 voters for Mr. Oettinger 
had no questions whatsoever regarding 
his policies, and did not have much to 
say about Mr. Graham’s ideas either. 


Tribute to the Deputy Vice Chancellor, Prof John Richards 


By Made j Wasilewicz 

T he Deputy Vice Chancellor, 
Prof John Richards, is leaving 
his post at the Chancelry and 
moving back in to research. Prof 
Richards has been the DVC since 
1998 at the ANU, moving from 
his previous post as University 
College at ADFA as Rector. 

In my opinion, and I do not think 
I am alone in this view, the DVC 
has been an especially pro-student 
administrator, leading initiatives 
such as the sexual harassment 
survey and taking a serious hands 
on role with the support services 
on campus. He was always took 
student representative concerns 
seriously including leading the 
push for increased libreary hours 
in 2001 and liaising with the 
Students’ Representative Council 
in the same year. 

Here are the views of the second 
in command of the ANU taken on 
his last day in office. 

Q: What are the highlights of your 
time as DVC? 

In terms of the highlights of my 
time as Deputy Vice-Chancellor, 
as I mentioned to you and Jo this 
morning, I think it really has 
been the interaction with staff 
and students of the University. 
Apart from the VC’s office, there 
is probably no other job in the 


University as mine that brings the 
incumbent into contact with such a 
wide cross-section of our colleagues 
and, while at times I have to deal 
with disappointments in the life of 
those colleagues, it is nevertheless 
a rewarding aspect of this job that 
the Deputy Vice-Chancellor can be 
seen to help wherever possible. 

Q: What will you miss most about 
leaving the Chancelry? 

Well apart from leaving a great group 
of people with whom I have worked, 
I suppose the biggest gap will be not 
being part of the University senior 
leadership team. 

Q: What do you think of 

us undergraduate students 
nowadays? Are we enough trouble 
for administration or should we go 
out and protest some more? 

In respect of undergraduate 
students nowadays, I think they 
are unbelievably busy when one 
considers the demands of their 
courses coupled with the need to 
work to make ends meet. One of 
the sad things I think is that our 
undergraduates now have little 
time compared with their peers a 
decade or two ago, to get involved in 
activities that create social change. 
I am not necessarily talking about 
demonstrations as such, but students 
have in the past been great engineers 




K ills 
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Professor John Richards 
of social change through having the 
time to devote to causes over and 
above their course of study. 

Q: Why are you leaving? 

I had the most wonderful person as 
my PhD supervisor, who taught me 
many things about life. One was 
that he felt people needed to make 
significant changes in direction 
every five to ten years in order to 
remain vital contributors to society 
and in order to feel productive, 
particularly in an academic 
environment. I have now spent 
eight years in senior leadership 
roles both here and at the Defence 
Force Academy, and felt the time 
had come to make a change, in this 
case back to my academic roots. As 
you know, I will become Director of 


the Research School of Information 
Sciences and Engineering for the 
next two years as part of a five year 
appointment to a Chair at RSISE. 
I am looking forward to that very 
much, along with the prospect of 
reinvigorating my research, but 
also doing some teaching and 
engineering. 

Q: What are your plans for the 
future? Will we see you in charge 
of student welfare in some other 
way in the future? 

I don’t know whether I’ll be in 
charge of student welfare again in 
the future, although I will have 
responsibility for the students 
in RSISE. Also, of course, I am 
remaining Master of University 
House and Graduate House and with 
our plans to add a further twenty 
four student rooms to University 
House, I will have responsibility 
for the well-being of over 200 of the 
University’s research students. 

Q: What is your favourite 

sandwich? 

Well, if you had asked me that 
question two months ago, I would 
undoubtedly replied peanut butter. 
However, my palette must have 
matured in the last two months since 
I have now moved onto a variety of 
sandwiches, most probably ham and 
cheese. 
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For love of the Gucci gone wrong 


^ Chris Prunty: a treasurer in 

game the making? 
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Australia should stop public 
funding of elite sport. How many 
Australians would be happy to 
learn that in this financial year the 
federal government plans to spend 
$160 million of their hard earned 
money on helping people run, 
jump and throw things? 

In the four years leading up to the 
2004 Athens Olympic’s Australian 
taxpayers are estimated to spend 
$659 million on the funding of elite 
sport. Assuming Australia can back 
up its unprecedented performance 
at the Sydney Olympics, where 
we won 16 gold, each medal will 
cost us $41 million. Sure, seeing 
Cathy win in 2000 and her post 
race comments about how she had 
never seen her brothers happier 
“and they’re not even drunk” was 
a memory that will stay with all 
Australians, but $41 million for 
this pleasure is just too much. 

I propose that no funding be 
given to Australian Sports 
Commission and that instead, a 
bounty of, say, $20 million be given 
to anyone who wins a gold medal. 
Smaller prizes could be given to 
silver and bronze medal winners. 
This would provide excellent 
incentives for young Aussies to 
get off their tubby little arses and 
compete in IOC recognised sports 
such as climbing, bridge, golf, 
roller skating and surfing. 

Allegedly, the purpose of the 
government is to provide is citizens 
with services they would not 
otherwise have. As communities 
have grown, their wants and needs 
have become greater. Health and 
education spring to mind, the 
funding of elite sport does not. 

It is hardly right that the 
government funds one individual’s 
pursuit of excellence and not 
another’s. If I want to become the 
greatest home-brewer on the face of 
the planet I do not go with my hand 
out to the government and expect 
them to put me up in the Australian 
Institute of Homebrew (AIH) or 
have them provide the yeast, malt 
and hops or homebrew coaches 
or ideal homebrew facilities. The 
suggestion that I would do such a 
thing is very silly. 

Should I become a homebrew 
■champion (and I will) then who 
would stand to benefit most from 
my success? Apart from some 
minor reflected glory towards 
loyal readers of ‘Woroni’, I 


imagine that I would benefit 
greatly through sponsorship 
deals and book promotions and 
product endorsements and media 
appearances, not to mention 
a syndicated column in ‘Beer 
Consumption Daily’ and all the 
chicks I would pull. 

While we are putting an end to 
the public subsidisation of the 
lifestyle of a lucky few sportsmen, 
we should probably do something 
about public funding of the arts. In 
the last financial year $692 million 
of your taxes were spent subsidising 
the arts and ‘promoting Australia’s 
cultural heritage’. 

The Government provides direct 
financial support for a wide 
range of cultural and heritage 
organisations. These include the 
Australian Film, Television and 
Radio School, the Australian Film 
Finance Corporation Limited, the 
Australian Film Commission, Film 
Australia Limited, and the Australia 
Council. Why exactly do we do 
this? I was under the impression 
the private sector was doing a fine 
job making film, television and 
radio programs, I mean, don’t you 
watch ‘Neighbours’? It has been 
going strong for years. 

The government should not 
subsidize the Arts because who 
is to say what is good and what is 
crap. I notice for instance that the 
Australia Council gave $25,000 to 
creators of a computer game called 
Escape from Woomera. Hmm... 
Australia’s arts council granting 
public money to a project which 
encourages illegal activity; another 
sound use of your taxes. 

Government subsidies also make 
it harder for artists who miss out 
on grants, as subsidisation leads 
to oversupply and drives down the 
price of the product. And don’t 
give me any commie crap about 
art not being a ‘product’, artists 
spouting this rubbish can move to 
North Korea if they want to opt out 
of capitalism. 

Australia’s funding policy should 
be to let those who enjoy the arts 
or sport pay for as much of them 
as they wish. But it should be their 
own money they spend, not that 
taken from the pockets of those 
who prefer the work of Mr Squiggle 
to Sydney Nolan. 

By Chris Prunty: home-brewer, artist 
and elite sportsman. 


Our lovely Jessica Giovanelli gets all ducky, 
but not in a nice way. 

It was my mother who bought the magazines. At an airport. The 
September edition of Harper’s Bazaar, the one with our poor Delta 
on the cover being a real little battler in a red dress, and the October 
Vogue (with a boy’s magazine, GQ Style Directory, attached to the 
back). I have to confess, though, I did like flicking through the 

glossy, glossy pages... feeding the 
materialist that lies in us all and 
reading about poor courageous 
Delta. 

§ That was until I came across 
something which I found utterly 
perplexing. The newest accessory. 
On page 9 of Bazaar was a Gucci 
advertisement showing a woman 
with a naked torso wearing a pair 
of elbow-length leather gloves, a 
leather handbag, a pair of leather 
slacks, and a baby. The baby 
looked very worried. 


v •%*. - rS 


mmmmm .y »• vt 

e®$| 


I couldn’t work it out. The woman 
looked like she was going to eat 
the infant, two giant rows of neat white teeth looming above it. 
More alarmingly, did she want to make the baby into a pair of 
gloves? What was the ad all about? Maybe it wasn’t a real baby at 
all, but a backpack? 

In GQ Style Directory, the same ad campaign was running. An 
androgenous-looking sort of fellow dressed immaculately in head to 
toe Gucci was staring stonily ahead quite evidently trying to ignore 
the baby clamped to his shoulder, or at least trying not to think 
of the possibility that the it might spew up all over his pinstriped 
collar. Backpack or not, a baby seems to be the latest Gucci item, 
presumably able to be bought in any Gucci store, with the brand 
label stamped across the top. 

I’m not entirely sure why I found these ads so confronting. Babies 
are pretty normal, after all. And it wouldn’t be too odd to see them 
used in an advertising campaign for say, baby products or nappies. 
It’s just a little rare to see them used as a sort of accessory. 

The ads are really the next step in shock value. Gucci was at the 
forefront of the ads which 
equated perfume with sex, and 
that was fine. Now they have 
progressed from sex to babies. 

The last possible explanation 
is that the ads are subtle form 
of encouraging the Gucci 
wearers to procreate. Perhaps 
they are an endangered 
species and these ads are 
the first inkling of a world- 
wide breeding program. 

Rumours have started that 
Gucci pregnancy tests will be 
available by February. 



By Jesssica Giovanelli 


These advertisments have not been paid for by Gucci Group, Inc. and are 
replicated without their permission. Woroni is not advertising their prod- 
ucts and we don’t think you should go and buy their stuff (or babies). 
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all night but later when you’re 
both totally ratshit hammered 
you find out that she’s totally 
not like that girl at all and you 
go home and you kick yourself 
that you were such a twat when 
you first met and whack off 
to her mental image and make 
a note to get her number off 
Chris tomorrow? Yeah, it was, 
like, totally like that. The 
whole time, I was sitting there 
going, ‘man, this is so totally 
Triffids, but it’s not - there’s 
like, Britpop background 
music and it’s totally not 
the same atmosphere, but it’s 
actually really fucking good. 
What’s the deal with that?’ 




where Jim happens across a 
bulletin board of letters posted 
by the hopelessly lost and 
dying population of London, 
and the first human deaths 
(oh god) are deeply affecting. 
And even later, when you’re 
thinking that the movie is 
being taken in directions that 
aren’t really profitable, plot- 
wise, when things get a little 
bogged down outside of the 
city and no-one dies for, 
like, ages and you’re going ‘oh, 
I don’t know about this; it was 
so cool until this happened,’ 
Danny and Alex take what 
they’ve done to the story and 
make it work suprisingly well. 


28 Days Later is one of those 
fantastic apocalyptic Omega- 
man style movies where Jim 
wakes up in hospital in London 
to find that the whole world 
(well...) has died or been turned 
into the living dead by a rage 
virus that spread like wildfire 
through the population and 
turned the people into 
stupid raver... er, crazy, fast 
moving zombies that want 
nothing more than to spread 
their hideous disease and jerk 
spasmodically like they’ve 
got a permanent strobe light 
in their head. So Jim wakes up 
and wanders around London 
and meets a couple of other 
survivors - Selena and some 
guy (Hank?) - and then some 
other dudes - some dude and 
his daughter - and they totally 
try to get their shit together 
and track down some other 
remnants of civilisation or 
survive or y’know, what 
you do when you’re the 
last remnants of humanity in 
a creepy, twilight deserted 
metropolis. 




On love, Triffids 
and Alex Garland: 
Dominik Krupinski 
strikes again! 

Lets talk about crushes. I like 
Vice magazine, and item ‘x’ 
of the Vice Guide To Being 
Totally Crushed-Out deals with 
the extreme overload crush. 
Namely: 


you hate him and want to break 
up. You can't believe how easily he 
pissed your love away by acting 
like a twat. That motherfucker 
is dumped. Sayonara, loser! 
It's funny how mad you get about 
it. Once I even walked by one 
of those guys and I actually 
VERBALIZED, "Good-bye! 
(harrumph)” and stormed out. 
He must have thought I was totally 
fucking nuts” 

- Christi Bradnox, Lesley 
Arfin & Darren Alberty http:/ 
“This is usually booze-influenced, Iwww.viceland.com/issueslvl0n3l 
and it's usually a guy out of htdocs/thejvice guide.php 
your league but it goes like this: 

You see a guy at a bar and fall As somebody who is totally 

in love with him and all the shit head-over-heels smitten with 

your friends are talking about just John Wyndham’s novel The 

sounds like the adults in Peanuts. Day Of The Triffids, I think 

You start thinking about your kids’ that it is fair to say that I felt a 

names and what he’s going to certain amount of apprehension 

look like with a grey beard and you going to see Alex Garland and 

think you’ve found the one. Then Danny Boyle’s Triffid-inspired 

he does something slightly less than 28 Days Later because, y’know, 

perfect. Maybe he laughs like Tom if it was just that little bit 

Cruise or he tucks in his T-shirt. lame, it was going to get the 

Whatever it is, all of a sudden right mental kick in the 

^ crotch for pissing my fucking 

adoration away, that bastard. 


The soldiers in the second half 
of the film (again, another 
Triffids contrivance) are 
pitched absolutely perfectly, 
and the whole movie turns 
every potential misstep and fall 
into a funky dance, like when 
you’re totally hammered and 
dancing around and you almost 
fall over and ... Oh, you know 
what I mean. 


And shit, I’m totally out of 
words, even for an opinion 
column, so just let me say 
this: go and see 28 Days Later, 
because it’s totally unlike 
that crazy manic-depressive 
bitch-mistress, she’s just got 
the same hairstyle, alright? 


Filmed, amazingly, totally on 
location in cleared areas in 
London (someone got up really 
early for this one), the first half 
hour of 28 Days Later is an 
absolutely note-for-note perfect 
horror-ish film. The scenes 


By Dominik Krupinski 


The funny thing is, I walked 
out of 28 days later without 
the least inclination to ro- 
sham-bo a mental projection 
of the movie despite being 
able to say to my friend ‘well, 
yeah, but the book was, like, 
soooo much better,’ because, 
y’see, this was like a totally 
lookalike girlfriend situation. 


You know when you’re hanging 
out your friends that aren’t 
really great friends and they, 
like, run into one of their 
friends that’s totally cute in 
the same way as that girl that 
totally fucked you over and 
you’re still totally bitter about 
her so you get all awkward and 
you don’t say anything to her 
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fl Night/s With The 
Rmbulance 

Part 2 


Dominik 


h are the % 
%ce. Weil 
' ar is a sm 


children of history, with no purpose or® 
great war, no great depression. Our great 
par. Our great depression is our liv et! I 

I itChuck Palahniuk / Jim Uhls, Fight Clu 


Taking credit where everything's gone right doesn't work&n 

reverse , when things go wrong. Although you might obsefs 

for a time on what you could have done differently, the most fiJSBP* iR- I 

important thing after a catastrophe is assigning blame: the 

family was crazy, the equipment broke, the patient smelled, the guy at the 

deli took too long to pour your coffee. Spreading the blame is an essential medic 

survival tool as well as a valuable asset in any post-medic 

hellfire is not a role most of us want to play. ~ ^ 4 

- Joe Connelly. i 
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‘‘I’ve never been called around to 
someone who’s had a couple of cones 
and smacked up his wife and kids, 
but I’ve been to plenty where they’ve 
sunk a bottle of scotch and smacked 
them or anyone else around.” 

- Paul, Southcare Paramedic, 14/2 
years with the Ambulance Service 



So, where were we? Ah yes, a better 
class of Junkie. 

Here in Canberra, the dosage of 
Narcan (a drug that reverses the 
effects of heroin) given to OD’s 
is both lower and slower than in 
Sydney or Melbourne. This brings 
junkies up a lot more gently than a 
big, rapidly delivered dose, which is 
akin to throwing an icy cold bucket of 
water onto someone that’s essentially 
in the best place in the world. The 
effect of higher doses in the major 
metropolitan centres is mirrored in 
an unofficial ‘stand back and watch 
the fun’ procedure. Users tend to 
come up swinging after a rapid 
reversal. By contrast, it’s not unusual 
to hear transferees from NSW or 
Victoria scratching their heads and 
marvelling ... ‘would you believe 
it? They actually thanked me. How 
about that?’ at the countenance of 
junkies brought around here. There’s 
something in there about a difference 
in attitude for the astute reader. 

Woroni’s kicking up all sorts of gaff 
about ‘word limits’ this issue, so the 
treatment of this drug abuse business 
in this instalment will be brief, even 
by student media standards. Really, 
it’s something that calls for an article 
•all to itself, the view taken of drug 
abuse by the people that have to deal 
with it, but this is supposed to be a 
character sketch, so ... y’know. 

Suffice to say, most of the people I 
talked to took a much dimmer view 
of alchos than smackies. This was 
across the board, and something that 
reflects the media’s and society’s 
obsession with the sensationalism of 
illicit drug use. 

My experience, and the experience 
of other ambulance officers is that 
while the drug stuff is what will often 
make the headlines, when you look 
at absolute numbers of patients and 
the circumstances that you attend 
during a shift, you deal with far more 
alcohol than you do with illicit drugs. 
And sometimes it s not the alcohol as 
the primary cause, but it's a major 
contributing factor ... so you have 
assaults and violence, and potentially 
car accidents and things like that 
where alcohol has played a part. 
-David Dutton,. Duty Supervisor 


Which is not to say that drug use 
is not viewed as a serious issue by 
the ambulance service. It’s just that 
they’re not social workers. Contact 
with the effects of hard-drugs is 
something that the Police and Social 
Services have a lot more of . . . crime 
and prostitution; lives turned to shit. 
From a clinical standpoint, heroin (in 
particular) is easy to deal with. 

Having said that, sweeping 
statements don’t work as well once 
the question of how the drag issue 
should be addressed is raised. Just 
like the rest of society, there’s no real 
consensus on how to deal with the 
‘drug problem’ among paramedics. 
Prohibition, legalisation, injecting 
rooms, what have you, these were 
all thrown around from people’s 
soapboxes, and all it went to show 
was that the issue is a lot more 
complex than Nancy Reagan would 
have you believe. 

Just say no, kids. 

Just say no. 

Interestingly, I didn’t see a single 
overdose in my time with the service. 
Saw plenty of crazy drunk action, 
though. None of which I can tell you 
about. 

Nursing homes smell of urine and 
have cracks in the walls. What a 
terrible way to die. 

Dealing with the elderly: firm 
voice and simplified syntax, but not 
condescending. These aren ’t children. 
Writing on latex gloves. Skin creams 
and anti-ageing formula on the 
dresser table. 

John whistles, smiles, winks and 
mugs. As the stretcher is passed 
down the corridor, Paul and John 
wave to the old ladies. “Afternoon 
Ladies! Having a good day? " “Hello 
Ladies! " They smile broadly and wave 
back, happy for 
the attention 
from what is 
obviously a 
common event. I 
think that one of 
them asks if the 
patient is dead. If 
memory serves, 
the answer was 


something like 'not this time. ' 

On the ride to hospital, Paul says 
"there are times when, in the 
absence of more definitive symptoms, 
that you just .have to go with load 
and transport. " What he means, l 
suspect, is that there’s no immediate 
cure for the process of ageing and 
death just, I guess, storage. The 
ambulance isn't an ideal place for 
this, there’s only one bed. Hospitals 
are more accommodating. The 
patient mysteriously improved upon 
arrival to hospital and the attention 
paid to them.. 

I STUFFED DEATH IN A BAG 
BUT HE WANTED TO PEE; SELF 
INFLICTED ... OH, JESUS. 

Ah, Jim Henson. He’s dead now, too. 

I asked the paramedics that I spoke to 
about their experience with death: 

Has being in a job where you 
experience death changed your 
view of your own mortality? 

It reminded me of the view 1 had of 
my own mortality from when 1 was 
a child. 

And that was? 

My father died a vety sudden death, 
and urn, It left me with the concept 
that you had to live each day, more 
or less, as if it's your last. There's 
no point in doing your entire life 
things that you don't like or that 
you're unhappy with, if you don't 
know what’s going to happen next 
... and this job has reinforced that 
because so many times I've gone 
to people who have gone out to do 
their shopping or whatever ... doing 
something completely routine and 
mundane and they don ’t come back. 

- Student (2 'Ayrs). Wished to remain 


Has being in a job where you 
experience death changed your 
view of your own mortality? 

No ... uh, but it did change my faith. 
I used to be quite religious, y ’know, 
believe in God and attended church 
and all that sort of thing. But now I 
think what a load of bloody baloney. 

It's just a ... it's 
... y’know, it’s 
when we 
talk about the 
biochemistry 
of and 

mechanisms 
that keep you 
breathing. I 
mean, I just 


...in Sydney, you really see the 
depth of poverty and despair 
and drug addiction and 
alcohol abuse and all the crap 
that goes on there, and y ’know, 
and then you see the ridiculous 
extremes, going to vety wealthy' 
people s houses and seeing all 
that sort of stuff... 


look at that and think, well Jesus, 
it’s just a lotto, some people got it, 
some people ain't. Y’know? And I 
used to believe in creationism, up to 
a point ... I could see where, y'know, 
evolution was coming from, but now 
I sort of just think that we 're just one 
mass of chemical reactions with a 
personality thrown in on top ... some 
chemical reactions work and some 
don ’t, d'yknow what I mean? 

Did that happen very suddenly, 
or was it more gradual? 


'.K 


... I’ve had a 
couple of cardiac 


ones, in fact, where 
they \e swwived 
and walked out of 
hospital, which is 
a good outcome, 
and basically what 
all of our training 
goes back to. 


It was, it was. Even 
when I was working as 
an ambo, I was going i 
to church and that j 
sort of thing, 
and then I saw 
how miserable 
life was 
y 'can 't see it 
so much here, 
but in Sydney, 
you really see 
the depth of , 
poverty and 
despair and 
drug addiction 
and alcohol 
abuse and all the 
crap that goes on 
there, and y 'know, 
and then you see the 
ridiculous extremes, going 
to vety wealthy people’s houses 
and seeing all that sort of stuff ... I 
just had to question the whole lot, the 
sort of social justice of it all, and the, 
the rights and wrongs of it all, the sort 
of merits of everything ... and I just 
thought, aw, blow it, y'know ... that's 
been my life-changing experience, 
but yeah ... 

- Transferee, 6 yrs experience in 
Sydney. Dude was happy to be 
quoted but 1 lost his name. 

As you said, there’s not such a 
big incidence of trauma work in 
Canberra - or in the service - as 
you thought there would be, but 
I take it that there has been some 
experience with death ... 

Yeah, more so in nursing. As far as 
trauma deaths, I've only come across 
one. I mean, we go to people who are 
basically dead, and we do not initiate 
any treatment in ... (trails off) 

... I’ve had a couple of cardiac 
arrests. Two good ones, in fact, where 
they've survived and walked out of 
hospital, which is a good outcome, 
and basically what all of our training 
goes back to. 

This experience with death, has it 
changed you perspective on your 
own mortality at all? 
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I've clone ... [sighs] too mart)’ to- i they Ire a little hit above that.- That 
remember, probably, artel it just makes they cart handle it better than] say}': 

you realise that you just never know! police or firemen or whatever. {. 

and that 's very important. Basically, 1 
think that it gives most ambos a fairly 
relaxed outlook on life. We tend to be 
fairly happy-go-lucky kind of people. 

Nothing really stresses us, we don’t 
gel super angry, we don't get too 
caught up in things. Our family life is 
much more relaxed, because you just 
don '/ know... 


{No ... probably what upsets me more 
now is Children. I had children late in 
life and ... it didn 't really affect me 
much when I was younger, before I 
. had the children, but now it does. 
Urn, and also, I suppose with ageing 
parents and my father getting pretty 
crook I start to think about it a little 
bit, but for the moment I don’t think 
> about it. 


Um, you always rememberfifijt, 
never foiget it. 


We used to debrief amongst ourselves. The important thing is not to let it go 

These days, you do have debreifers. fi to your head, because two seconds 
We have our own debriefers in the later you might be out the door and 
service, who are other paramedics, working on someone and they might 
but they are trained to de-brief -if {{not make it. But you do, you do, 
need be. because it is rare in the field that you 

fi fifififi-:;: get someone back, because you've 

You toughen up. You never get used to got to remember that from the time 

it, but you toughen up. someone calls, and they may no t 

have done anything for them, to the 
My own mortality? I get in these cars time that you get to the scene (and 

every day. I travel fiat times, at high hopefully someone’s done something 

speed and ... yeah, art)’ time I could for them, a lot of the time, no), urn, 

have an accident and wipe myself out there’s minutes that go by. And, um, 

or wipe someone else out; we’ve got to go through what we do 

and get them to hospital, and all that 
l have no illusions about death. I’ve can take a bit of time... 
seen it too many times, handling 

everything from trauma incidents, "God has passed through why deny 

cardiac arrests to cot deaths to it? For a minute there , , God was 

whatever. you. " 

Yeah, you've got no illusions about I think that’s ... a very interesting 

life. You see it happen, you know it statement, I once said, you go to a 

can happen to you at anytime. We 've major incident where you Ve got 

had, y’know, we’ve had people who patients that you know are going to 

have died ... not from the job, but at die, and there’s nothing you can do 

a veiy young age. Ambulance officers about it, and you ’re the triage person, 

are just like any other member of the and you’ve got to walk around and 

community. They just have a different make decisions about people that 

job, and I’d rather be doing that you're going to be able to save, and 

than sitting in an office, because the one s you ’re not. 

I can get out there and do what I 

do. But we have no illusions ... we And that’s probably one of the worst 

take patients that are having chest jobs in the world, because you are 

pains into hospital that are having going to say who’s going to die. And 
a cardiac event who are veiy, veiy it s a reality of life, 

young, and that could happen to any 

of us. Indeed, it has. Not necessarily I can ’t waste resources on that person 

anyone I know here, but certainly in who is unsalvageable, where one bit 

The thing I think that probably makes NSW. So you don’t have any illusions, of work on this patient and they're 

the connection there is what I was just you 're just like eveiyone else. going to go on forever, 

talking about, the emotive connection. 

Because you 're in somebod)' ‘s house, So, I know where I stand. I also have 

you’re in somebody's bedroom and no illusions about putting myself 

you ‘ve basically walked into the most down for the donor programs or 

intimate parts of these people s lives, anything like that ... 

and that can really effect you. 

[I showed Graham the excerpt about 
Whereas, say, a motor vehicle saving a life] 

accident, 9 times out of 10, we 

don't actually have a name for these Does that ring true at all? Do 

people. They are, anatomically you have any thoughts on that 

speaking, at that moment a physical passage? 

being that needs . our assistance or is 

deceased, but you just don 't have that Mmm, that's very interesting, 

connection. 

You do... when you do save someone's There is a certain amount of 

life; someone you get back from an experience with death in this line of 

arrest situation, and they make it out work. How do you deal with that, 

the other end (because if we get them and has that had any impact on 

back and get them to hospital, then your own view of your mortality? 

they still have to get out of hospital 

and hopefully make it past a year). Um, to me death is just a natural 

But yeah, to get them back, get them progression. It s something that 

in and seeing them progress from occurs to everybody, its just a matter 

being dead on the... in the bedroom of when is your time, and by which 

or on the kitchen floor or in the method that you're going to go out. 

shopping centre ... and you do go 

back and check on ... we go back It hasn’t actually changed my view, 
and check on any decent case that on mortality or made me view my 

we get, um, you do feet ten foot tall, life in any dijferent way, um, its just 

and you do feel like it's the best job in a fact of life and I think that anyone 

the world. And that can last for days, in this industry is, in general terms, a 
weeks. type A personality ... 




Student (2*4 years) + 22 years 

; 1 i'~l!«St^ J ’' nurs * n g ^ d° es tttake you realise just how 

.fi-'fifi) There’s a certain amount of human and vulnerable you are. . 

experience with death in this " ■ 

■fiffi'Xfi work ... has that brought about a 1 think that’s probably from a lot of 

change in perspective on your own the experience that I did get. in NSW, 

mortality? though. I’ve explained to you earlier 

. fijfi.fi.' yes. that a lot of the guys here have 

To me. what it's done over the period probably never done a fatality. And 

of time that I've been in the job is the)’ don’t have that impact, but, like 

that it saddens me ... it still saddens y’know ... 
me evety time I do a death, because 
ambo’s .... people don’t realise this, [... tape ends ...] 
but we might be called out to a case I seem to have lost my train of 
. . . and it might be a query deceased, thought. Hm. 

so we know that there’s a high 
’.fifi probability that the patient is beyond 

resuscitation, but it is us that makes 
i: . ■ ' - that cal! ... like, we go in and we 

: decide if the patient is dead or alive, 

or able to be resuscitated, and if it is 
a deceased, it’s us that delivers the 
news. People have it in their head 
: • that it's the police that do it, but its 

• : r “‘ : ■ not, its us. - 

And as a result, we get caught in that 
■ web of emotion, from family members 
and such, and 98% of the time it's a 
supportive web that you’re in, and Absolutely. Yes. 

. ' you just explain things and you sit 
with them and make phone calls to 
relevant people ... it’s not like we 
say ’yep, they're dead’ and piss off 
again. We hang on these scenes for 
sometimes a couple of hours and 
: . sort stuff out... get doctors out, ring 
the police, ring the coroner. You get 
■ . relatives around, often, and do the 

r whole support network thing, but it 
be very draining for ambos. As 
. " much as we ’re strangers, its almost 
, " f V like you get enveloped into the family 

■' fi 'fi'." .for that period of time. 

fi- ' And that is sad. And when that’s a 
it is that much sadder. Should 
\v } ] efi { - it be a SIDS case or something like 

■ i that, it’s very tragic, because you 

'have to go thwugh a certain amount -Trish, 12yrs (10 NSW metro and 

of mourning with the family before rural, 2 ACT), prev. nurse (2 yrs) 

j ' r [ffif'f \ you can do anything with the child 

fiM^ I^^i^ xfgrimetces] or ... body, as such. This job does have a certain 

amount of contact with death. How 
regards to traumatic deaths, do you deal with that? Has that 

' ifififi.fi fifi ; ' ' had an impact on your view of your 

own mortality? 


Oh, OK. 1 was reading an interview 
with Joe Connelly, who wrote 
Bringing Out The Dead, in which 
he was saying that the things 
that really got to him weren’t the 
trauma cases in which he’d see 
the ‘terrible things' that everyone 
asked about, but quieter moments 
where he’d have to appreciate the 
effects that death has on loved ones. 
Is that something that rings true to 
you? 


In this instance, with the saving just 
one person 's life ... god was you ... 
you may think that, but reality soon 
sets in. That's a very interesting 
statement and 1 like it. 


Are you playing God? No, but um, 
lets just say you’ve made a major 
impact on that person’s life. Yeah, 
veiy interesting. 


- Graham, 24yrs (21 yrs NSW D 
metro and rural, 3 years ACT) 


As we spoke privately before, in the 
early days, you basically discussed 
it amongst yourself Ambulance 
officers, for a lot of years, didn ’t 
have peer debriefers, because it was 
thought, a little bit misguided, that 
because ambulance officers deal with 
this sort of situation all the time, that 
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[At one suicide that I attended, a 
supervisor turned up to the scene and 
(out of sight of the family) showed 
his cute little flashing ambulance 
badge to the rest of the medics. He 
acted quite proud and it was very 
cute.] 

...you live your life to the full, you 
tend to do ... as much as you can 
... given your circumstances and 
situation. 

So I don’t think that we miss out, 
well I don 't, and it certainly hasn 't 
changed how I go about my life. 

What do you mean by miss out? 

Well, some people would ... um. I’ve 
heard them say that if they do things 
differently, or if they live they 're life 
in a different manner, than they’ll 
live their life longer and be able 
to experience other things. But at 
the same time, they perhaps will sit 
at home and not do certain things 
because they have a fear of dying, 
and to me that s counterproductive. 

You live your life, do the things that 
bring you happiness and joy, um, and 
if I happen to get killed in the process, 
then at least 1 'm doing something / 
enjoying. 

I guess that the other side of that 
is that there are, admittedly rare, 
occasions when you could have said 
to have saved someone’s life ... 

[phone rings] 

Er, so as I was saying about saving 
someone’s life ... I have an excerpt 
here from Bringing Out The Dead 
about ... 

[reads the “saving someone’s life” 
excerpt] 

I, like, many other professions, possess 
knowledge and skills that I employ 
to the best of my ability to given 
situations, and sometimes it works 
and you are able to make a difference 
to somebody. It’s no different to a 
good lawyer, er, defending you in a 
case and perhaps swaying a jury's 
mind. It’s no different to a ... I dunno, 
a plumber that comes and finds your 
toilet, it’s just my job. 

Sometimes I’m able to do something 
that I'm trained to do, have the 
knowledge and skills to do that makes 
a difference, and sometimes, well, 
that’s what I get paid for. 

- John, 24 years (15 VIC, 10 ACT), 
Southcare helicopter paramedic for 
3 last years 


DRIVING AWAY; FORCED 
LAUGHTER 

So what does this mean? What does 
any of it mean? Honestly, I don’t 
know. Everyone has their own reasons 
for taking up a particular profession, 
and broad generalisations are (now 
really, Dom), stupid. That one of 
the quotes that begins this article is 
out of place, that much is clear. The 
odd thing is that its the one actually 
written about the ambulance service. 
All of the medics that I spoke to 
were hesitant towards, if not outright 
dismissive of, the perception of the 
job as some sort of contact high; 
something for adrenalin junkies. 

A factor that can’t be discounted 
in this that the ACT is not a major 
metropolitan centre. That the kind 
of work that could be described 
as ‘saving a life 5 simple isn’t 
encountered here on any sort of 
regular basis. However, these were 
not the only people that I spoke to. 
There were many that had served in 
places like Sydney and Melbourne, 
some of which had been in the job 
for two decades or more. I spoke 
to two Southcare paramedics (the 
helicopter guys), one of which had 
been involved in the Sydney-Hobart 
yacht race rescue, the other recently 
trained in America in anti-terrorism 
and counter-narcotics support; 
tactical situations; men down. 

These were people that spoke, shall 
we say, animatedly about the ‘quality’ 
work that they had done. For the most 
part, this took the form of very dark, 
very raucous humour about the 
people that they couldn’t save. About 
the more gruesome and absurd things 
that they’d seen. But rarely was it 
about the ‘high’ of ‘saving someone’s 
life.’ Frankly, as I understand it, this 
is something that is not often within 
the scope of a paramedic’s work. 
While OD’s and cardiac arrests can 
be reverted at the scene, most other 
major incidents are cases of keeping 
people going until they can be taken 
to hospital. This is not to say that the 
job is a simple matter of ‘swooping 
and scooping’, so to speak, but that 
the process of recovery from a major 
clinical incident is generally a long 
one. Even in the case of ‘reversions’ 
such as cardiac arrests, the role of the 
paramedic is only a brief one in a long 
and hazardous recovery process. 

So, once again, what does this mean? 

It means that, in a round about 
way, Tyler Durden is right. Work 
as a paramedic is work that clearly 
(clearly?) removes its practitioners 
from that very emasculating form 


of drudgery that we have created in 
modem society. While 1 did not sec, 
in my time with the service, anything 
that would approximate ‘quality 
work’ in the medic parlance, I did 
see two things that were central to the 
ethos of Palahniuk’s novel. Firstly, an 
immediate conferment of purpose. 
That this is a symptom of a very 
tired, very stressed mind should not 
be discounted, but I find it difficult 
to visualise any other occupation 
that has such an immediate impact on 
the individual’s sense of purpose, of 
being needed. Work as a paramedic 
essentially consists of being very 
rigorously trained to sit around and 
wait for a phone call that says ‘you 
are needed.’ And this is not ‘need’ in 
any abstract sense. It is an immediate 
need for your service that, more often 
than not, has an immediate visible 
impact on someone else. Not all cases 
are critical - Hell, fuck ... fuck-all 
cases are - but most still do confer 
some form of instant gratification, 
for want of a better word, of the 
paramedic’s sense of worth. Drunks, 
junkies, the elderly (‘I’ve fallen, and I 
can’t get up.’), let alone car accidents 
and major incidents. These are all 
cases where some form of assistance 
is usually rendered, and it’s effects 
are, to some extent, immediate. 
Calming someone with cerebral palsy 
that’s fallen off their bed and hit their 
medical alert and bringing them back 
to a state of normality. Whatever it 
may be, the job is one that confers 
a very powerful reassurance of 
self-worth on a very regular basis. 
Paramedics are called, several times 
a day, because they’re needed. 

Furthermore, this is a need that is 
just as immediately fulfilled. Even 
the most complex cases are, in the 
end, taken to hospital where they 
are passed on to somebody else. 
Whatever may happen at that stage, 
the medics have done their job. 
They’ve attended a person when they 
were in need, and they did all they 
could. It’s a very definite delineation. 
Discrete packages of need and self- 
worth, if you will. 

Having said that, the other side of the 
equation is even more in keeping with 
the hackneyed Fight Club parallelism. 
By virtue of the people that cannot be 
saved, paramedics, and by extension 
nurses, doctors, surgeons and other 
medical practitioners are people that 
are under no illusions as to their own 
mortality. 

As a result of what they’ve seen, 
they’re comfortable with this, and it’s 
something that was definitely there, 
a vague feeling of transcendence 
(WANKERY!!), in the time I spent 
with them. 


This is a second, crucial, aspect of 
my understanding of paramedic 
work. This realisation, combined 
with the nature of the work: the 
autonomy, the variance, and the way 
in which the days pan out (both in 
terms of workload and the impact 
of a 4-days-on/4-days-off roster), 
is something that, if it doesn’t 
exactly provide, facilitates a big step 
towards a freedom from a mindset 
inherent to a society that produces 
such widespread discontent through 
complacency, tedium and fear of 
stepping outside the routine. 

Indeed, to continue a theme that 
borders of plagiarism. I’d like to end 
this piece with two more musings on 
freedom and puipose to come from 
the zen teachings of Tyler Durden. 
The alert reader may think about 
how they relate to all these words 
that have clogged up the last however 
numbered pages: 

“You have to know, not fear, that 
some day you are going to die. Until 
you know that and embrace that, you 
are useless. ” 

“If you died right now, how would 
you feel about your life? ” 

Because, you see, these are not 
pessimistic concepts. 
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D FRIENDS 
' $W6& DRUG LAW REFORM 

Vv ^S-V invites you to its 

8?/An^ual Remembrance Ceremony 

fot^tfrds'e wfie have lost their lives to illicit drugs 

on 

Monday 27 Ih October at 12.30pm 

at the memorial site, Weston Park, Yarralumla 
(located to the right of Weston Park Road 
opposite the Prescott Lane intersection) 
Refreshments will follow the ceremony. 

For more information or if you would like 
someone remembered at the ceremony please 
phone Marion or Brian on 6254 2961 . 


Tim e to 


■ ■ I " I U ■ ■ 1 ■ ' 

UvL VUU 

head ToGether 

a ■ ■ I ■ a a ■ a ■ 




* ■ ■ '-u I ~ 

So much to do, and so little time 

r 

We know how it feels: days become nights so rapidly that you never feel on top of your work. It has been 
a big year, and with exams just around the corner, you need a quiet place to study, to cram, to work, to 
chill out and get your head together. 

Now more than ever, it's time to take advantage of the welcoming and supportive environment provided by your Library. 
You'll even find one-on-one IT support at InfoPlace in your Library building. 

The Information Commons facilities provide over 1200 computers for student use throughout computer labs and Library 
locations across the University. Details of exact locations can be seen at htt p://infocommons .anu.e du.au 

Check out past exam papers at h&yii/lwwIiiL JWUJ^au/^UJhsjkxann^^ 


Check out past exam 

Library Opening Hours 


SECOND SEMESTER 
21 July - 23 Nov 

Monday - Thursday 8.30am - 11 pm 
Friday 8.30am - 6pm 

Saturday 1pm -5pm 

Sunday 1pm -10pm 


8.30am - 9pm 
8.30am - 5pm 
1pm - 5pm 
1pm - 5pm 


8.30am - 9pm 
8.30am - 5pm 
1pm - 5pm 
1 pm - 5pm 


9am - 6pm 
9am - 5pm 
closed 
lpm - 5pm 


>CQMPUTERS;ii^p? 4l3/PCs>* 83 PCs r 18 eMacs, 46 PCs. 4 8 PCs Y 5 eMacs v 


THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY 


BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE DIVISION OF INFORMATION 
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Woroni s Thom Mackey checks out the Empty Show and future of art 
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The art world is a notoriously 
exclusive and elite one, with people 
trying for years to get discovered 
so they can take their art into the 
upper realms of culture. People 
struggle for years, playing the 
game, to get their name on the 
list - the list of artists who can sell 
works for hundreds of thousands 
of dollars, either to wealthy 
private collectors or to galleries for 
hundreds of people from all over 
the world to see. 

Galleries with their stoic, 
sterile white walls and their 
almost morgue-like sense of 
oppressive silence and stuffiness. 
Environments like this are where 
almost all of the worlds’ premiere 
artists end up, with people milling 
about - or, more accurately, around 

- artworks cordoned off to prevent 
deterioration through contact 
with clumsy or dirty humans. Of 
course, these galleries are well 
populated with excellent works 
of art in all forms - painting, 
sculpture, installation, and these 
days multimedia presentations are 
becoming more and more prevalent 

- but do all artists aim to have 
their work exhibited in such an 
impersonal environment? 

Enter: the Empty Show. A 

one-night-only, secret, illegal, 
non-profit, non-promoted, non- 
standard art show. A condemned 
building is taken over by budding 
artists from all over Australia 

- around fifteen people from 
Canberra, Melbourne and Sydney 

- for a period of 24 hours. They 
aspire to turn the abandoned space 
into a different setting against 
which to display their art. Garbage, 
used syringes and asbestos are 
cleared, stencils by the milk crate- 
load are unloaded, respirators are 
unpacked, spraypaint cans are 
shaken, and it’s on. 

The Empty Show has its roots in 
graffiti culture and street art. With 
an emphasis on removing art from 
the high-up, untouchable galleries 
and placing it where it can be 
appreciated in a different context, 


the Empty Show is about taking art 
back to its roots - pure creativity, 
unbridled expression, and almost as 
importantly, allowing the artists to 
immerse the viewer as completely 
as possible; this art is not just a 
framed picture on a white wall. It 
reclaims spaces left behind by the 
Zeitgeist of progress, ignored by the 
phantom of beauracracy, denied 
access by the golem of authority. 
It is about freedom, it is about 
expression, it is about fun. 

The Canberra Empty Show was not 
an isolated incident. There have 
been others, in Melbourne, and 
they have grown infamous through 
word of mouth and rumours. They 
started out in the stencil scene 

- Melbourne stencil graffiti artists 
invaded an old disused pub and 
ran it over, but their exhibition was 
busted by the cops after only an 
hour of opening. Another one was 
raided while they were painting, but 
the cops didn’t hear about the show 
itself, so the exhibition went on the 
next night anyway. The Canberra 
show went on without a hitch, and 
this time it wasn’t simply stencil art 

- whole-room installations, audio- 
visual performances and sculpture 
went along with it, making this the 
most involved Empty Show yet. 

The art itself is different from 
what you’re probably used to. The 
main constituent is, as mentioned, 
stencil graffiti - pictures of 
everything from Ned Kelly to 
lionfish, helicopters to suit-wearing 
bunnies, children to flies, all 
painted straight onto the walls (and 
ceilings and floors). Stencils have 
taken off in a big way worldwide, 
first being shot into fame by the 
world-renowned Banksy, a street 
artist from Manchester who left his 
work all over his city and gained 
recognition and cred from both the 
graffiti underworld and the high art 
scene. He caused a bit of a stir when 
he began to sell his art to galleries 
and collectors - his contemporaries 
in the streets accused him of 
selling out and going commercial. 
Stencil street art has since spread 
worldwide, with there now being 
established scenes in cities such 


as Paris, London, Hong Kong and, 
recently, Melbourne. Take a walk 
around Fitzroy or Collingwood and 
you’ll notice stencilled anomalies 
all over the place. Several of these 
artists made it up to Canberra 
to paint in this show. However, 
this Empty Show had more than 
stencils - installations were the 
order of the evening, with artists 
turning entire rooms into artworks, 
with painting, sculpture, lighting 
and the like all taking part in the 
exhibition’s mission: immersing 
the viewer in art. 

Part of the Empty Show is about 
taking art away from the galleries, 
and this was very much implicit in 
the exhibition. Art was all around 
- on the ceilings, floors, walls and 
windows, even on the urinals 
and in the sinks. Everything was 
turned into a canvas, with the effect 
of total immersion - everywhere the 
viewer looks is art, every corner 
of the building was transformed 
from a dingy, disused wreck into 
an all-inclusive sensory experience. 
This concept of involvement was 
integral to the creation of the art 
involved - it was created knowing 
that it was going to be walked over, 
leaned against, sat on, even shat 
on, and this made it all the more 
affecting. 

So what would drive people to 
spend 24 very intense hours 
exhausting themselves to create 
art in a building that’s only going 
to be knocked down? The site (that 
is to remain secret) is condemned, 
to be knocked down in “the next 
5 years.” This, combined with the 
fact that the show was only on for 
one night, and there was no entry 
fee or other sort of profit, takes 
it another step away from the 
“normal” art world. These factors 
were definitely taken into accoun 
by the artists, and indeed they add 
to the art a certain life that couldn’t 
be gained otherwise - the spirit and 
vigour that goes into the creation 
of something so intense 
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many viewers - people making these things simply for the aesthetic value, with no profit gained, no memories kept (although we did sneak some photos), no 
permanence. 


The other effect of arting in an unwanted space is that the art ceases to be precious. There’s a feeling of “you can’t make it worse” that takes some of the 
pressure to be perfect off of the artist, because if you screw something up, it doesn’t, matter - you aren’t being criticised, you aren’t going to sell it, you didn’t 
pay for the privilege, and you sure as hell aren’t going to make the place any worse. This allows the artist to create more freely, and it adds even more transience 
to the exhibition. The works are created with a sense of freedom, with no outside pressure to perform. 


There are many factors that make this setting different, if not outright superior, to 
showing in a gallery. But if this trend continues, won’t the Empty Show style become 
mainstream? Yes, say the artists, and that’s a good thing. Taking art away from the 
galleries and back to the streets is what it’s all about, they say. So what happens when 
this becomes mainstream? Banksy copped a lot of flak when he started to sell and 
formally exhibit his work - Isn’t there something about making street art mainstream 
that doesn’t quite fit? Of course, they say, and they don’t try and explain why. Art has 
an old habit of always finding a way around the edges of itself, filling the gaps left by 
the latest movement. When the Empty Show method of exhibiting becomes the norm, 
something else will come along. And even then, they say, it’s not as though this setting 
is suited to all forms of art. An oil painting or watercolour wouldn’t work in a space 
like this because it doesn’t need a whole room to express its message. Some artists feel 
the need to convey different meanings, and the Empty Show concept is but one way 
to do that. Just because it’s relatively new, and relatively exciting, doesn’t mean it’s 
necessarily going to become standard. 


Even so, the people involved hope it will catch on. This idea is very suited to the 
moment, and young artists especially will become enthralled with the idea of breaking 
away from the set-in-stone methods of the art world as it stands. It’s time for a 
revolution, they say, and if this is the way it goes, then so much the better. As for the 
street art aspect of it, they try and inspire as well as show off. The world needs more 
beauty, they say, so go out and make art - as Banksy said, “a wall is as good a place to 
publish as any.” Keep your minds open, because the next time you go to the gallery, it 
might be a little different than the National. 
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This is the edited transcript of an interview with 
Nicholas Oettinger, Chair of the ANU Union Board. 

Nick was interviewed by Maciej Wasilewicz on 3 October 2003 


be only able to buy five properties, centre than what I was previously, 
but that’s maybe another 10 to 15 and hence the change from Labour 
people that we can help. We’ll also to the Libs, 
provide a sound building block for 

the union’s future finances. Once the Maciej: Are you a member of Young 
rental income starts coming in from Libs on campus? 
that, and the properties start being Nick: Yes I am 
paid off, if the future boards decide 

to continue with it, they can then use Maciej: What role do you play 

the equity in those to purchase other there? 

properties, thus providing more Nick: I’m just an ordinary club 

accommodation for students as well member, 

as making our bottom line look a lot 

better, taking the pressure so that in Maciej: Did you run for President? 
five years time, all the administrative Nick: Yes, I did run for President, 
costs that run with this organisation, 

which are substantial, can be paid Maciej: How did this work out? 
through our investments. This will Nick: Very close, I went down by 2 
make an impact over here there of votes, 
maybe 20 cents in your coffee, every 

single coffee. Maciej: You do have a few political 

affiliations but whenever you run 
for Union Board you always put 
up an independent type face. You 
don’t say this is a Liberal ticket up 
front. How do you reconcile having 
political affiliations and accessing 
the electorate in that particular 
way. 

Nick: Key problems that I have 
found in politics around the country 
is that people have pre-conceived 
ideas of what is Liberal and what is 
Labor. Even when I was in the Labor 
party I ran a middle of the road 
tickets because there is a lot to be 
gained from both Liberal and Labor 
philosophies independent from each 
other. It’s those philosophies put 


Maciej: What do you think the 
students of the ANU should expect 
you to have achieved by twelve 
months from now? 

Nick: I think one of the key things 
that all students can expect is a union 
that offers more services to them, 
with a more diverse food base and 
continually improved facilities. 


what is the justification to do that? 
Nick: One of the key things that we as 
a Union are facing particularly with 
the introduction of the legislation 
into parliament, is that we may not 
be able to rely on student funds in 
the future. The other thing that is 
constantly told to me by students is 
that they want better food and they 
want cheaper food. I’ve been through 
this budget with a fine toothcomb. I 
went through every area of the budget 
last year, when I was chair of finance, 
and I can’t find a way to cut costs. 
The simple fact is that at the moment 
while running the entire organisation 
we cannot afford to subsidise food 
beyond what we already do. So in 
order for us to now provide better 
services for cheaper, we need to look 
at how we currendy use the money 
we have in the bank. Currendy have 
about 1.2 [million] in the bank in 
trusts and bonds and things like that. 
What I’m proposing is that we look 
at buying properties in the area with 
some of that money. We need about 
$600 000 in order to function every 
month, but there’s sull half a million 
there that we can use. Now that would 
both assist students in the medium 
term by providing accommodation 
which is in scarce supply. We may 


Maciej: What kind of Facilities are 
you going to improve? 

Nick: Already approved the upgrade 
to the refectory which will take place 
over the Christmas holidays. So when 
students come back they’ll have a 
beautiful new refectory with new 
tables, chairs, new ceiling, floor the 
whole lot. It won’t look as cafeteria 
like as it currendy does. 

What we’re also looking at doing 
is putting a small room up in the 
bridge lounge for small groups so 
they can meet in this building. We’re 
also looking at putting in infra-red 
computers within Sullivans so you 
can sit here, have a cup of coffee, tap 
away on your laptop and decrease the 
pressure on labs. 


Maciej: What are your current and 
what have been your past political 
affiliations? 

Nick: Currendy I am a member of 
the Liberal Party, I’m a treasurer 
with the Young Libs and active on 
campus. Prior to that I was a member 
of the ALP in the right faction. I was 
a treasurer of the Right Faction and 
of Young Labor. When I first came 
"to Canberra from Queensland, I had 
a love for politics and I was interested 
in the issues but didn’t know a huge 
amount about the political parties. 
Over the last four years I have been 
exposed to a lot of political views and 
I have drifted a litde bit more to the 


Maciej: I’ve heard that you’ve 
got some kind of plan to develop 
property. What is that about and 
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into practice which is what good 
governance is about. 

I’ve found that here on campus 
the words Liberal and Labor are 
quite dirty. People don’t want to 
be seen to be actively supporting a 
group of people who have political 
connections. I to a certain extent 
disagree with that in that we should 
all take an interest in democracy and 
politics but I recognise that if we are 
going to get our ideas across and get 
these ideologies in play within the 
Union or the SA be what may, in order 
to benefit students we have to appear 
to them where they are at That’s why 
looking at your demographics at the 
ANU in particular and seeing what 
students we have here and seeing 
what they need. That’s why I run 
middle of the road tickets because I’m 
a middle of the road type of person. 
I’m not extreme right and I’m not 
extreme left. I want the voting public 
to be able to see that. 


for the students and if alleviating the 
strain on the students is a way to do it 
then that’s a worthwhile investment. 


Maciej: Apparently you are 

proposing a move to increase 
Union Board salaries. Is this 
correct, and if so at what stage do 
you propose to do this and how 
do you justify it if there is a strain 
on the GSF and additionally the 
Students’ Association President, 
who arguably has a similar role in 
terms of time input gets the same as 
you at the moment. 

Nick: He gets 12 [thousand] now does 
he? I thought it was 16 [thousand]. 


Maciej: In terms of the last election, 
Diversity Counts obviously did very 
well 

Nick: exceptionally well 


Maciej: No it is 12 [thousand]. 

Nick: Ok it’s 12 [thousand]. SA and 
Union Board have two different 
jobs. Over here there is much more 
of a commercial base. That’s not to 
say we charge commercial prices, 
but we have over 100 staff to look 
after. We need to make sure we are 
complying with more procedures and 
accounting practises. The role here as 
chair, is a very demanding one, like 
the President of the SA, but we do 
spend a lot more time on the phone, 
doing a lot more meetings things like 
that. 

Any increases to the salary would be 
however, would only be in times when 
we have a little extra money to spare. 
One of the key reasons it was cut 
from Jason’s 18000 was that we were 
going through a rough patch. We’re 
starting to come out of that patch 
and the changes that we proposed 
last year were very small. Increase of 
a thousand or two for the chair and 
deputy chair position and providing 
some sort of incentive for the chairs 
of the committees. Kind of like in the 
SA they pay their educational officer 
and environmental officer a certain 
amount of money to ensure that they 
get in there and have the resources 
and the time to do the job. I want 
his union to grow and I want student 
participation to be big. I don’t want a 
board of directors that doesn’t turn 
up, or just turns up to board meetings 
and that’s it. We’re here to do a job 


Maciej: Winning two of the 

undergraduate positions and the 
postgraduate position, what do you 
think the key factors were that led to 
the victory of that ticket which was 
aligned with you and what impact 
in particular, did you alliance with 
international students have to do 
with that success? 

Nick: I think it was huge. As I’ve said, 
you can’t foster relationships with the 
ANU population if you’re not willing 
to meet them at their level. If you are 
just putting up policies which line up 
with such a small demographic then 
how are you going to get popular 
appeal. Over three years I’ve been 
working hard developing links with 
a lot of organisation - genuine links, 
a lot of these people are good friends 
of mine now - and seeing what they 
needed, what the members of their 
clubs needed. 

The pressures facing international 
students are huge. We whinge about 
having to pay GSF fee and text book 
prices. The costs on their courses 
are hideous. There’s no way that 
an Australian person unless they 
came from North Shore Sydney 
could afford it. So these are people 
who don’t come from wealthy 
backgrounds, despite what some 
people think, who are uying to get 
themselves an education here and 
still manage to put food on the table. 
These are fundamental pressures that 
are facing them. So forming links 
with those people and seeing where 
they are at - for three years I delivered 
bread every week to B&G for the 
simple fact that I believe in students, 
and I believe in meeting the needs of 
students. You don’t do that and have 
your car smelling like bread for three 
years unless you honestly have that 
love for students. 

I think it’s a particular group in our 
society that needs our help. The 
Federal Government has done what 
it can, but what it can do is very little. 
There’s a lot of pressures facing us. 
By lining up with these groups, I’ve 
seen what they needed and then 
helping them achieve it, I think they 
saw the benefits for themselves and 
voted accordingly. 


Maciej: You said that some of the 
fees that they pay are hideous and 
only people from the north shore 
could afford those fees. Going back 
to your Liberal Party affiliations, 
how do you reconcile the fact that 
the government is proposing to 
expand the number of domestic 
students who have access to up 
front fees and increasing the 
amounts that HECS costs? How 



does deregulation sit with you? 
Nick: The regulation as it is proposed 
has a good chance of working. What 
the ALP is proposing is that it’s 
fine to have international students 
pay a fee but an Australian student 
shouldn’t be allowed to do the same. 
There’s inequality in that. I think 
that Australians, if they do possess 
the resources to go to university, 
should be allowed to do so. I think 
the University sector, like the Health 
sector, needs funding. Universities are 
struggling and invariably the burden 
is going to shift more towards a user 
pays system for the simple fact that we 
can’t keep up. Taxes would have to go 
up significantly, and I already think 
we are taxed up to the hilt as it is 
thank you very much. That’s where I 
see student organisations stepping in 
and filling that gap. If the university 
doesn’t want to buy computers, we go 
and put in modem setups here. If they 
can’t provide accommodation, we 
provide accommodation. People on 
the left of politics will decry that and 
say that that’s the government’s job, 
you should let them do it I say that it 
needs to be done, and if no one else is 
doing it then we should do it. 


groundwork. For nearly five years 
there has been no long term plan for 
this Union. We’re going to do one. 
We’re going lay the foundations for 
this Union for the next ten years. 
So if future boards are looking for 
direction they can look back to this 
document and look at what we’ve 
done and say ok, this is how we are 
going to proceed to benefit students. 


Maciej: Why are you the one in 
particular to bring international 
student issues onto the agenda? Do 
you think that there’s any natural 
religious or other affiliation that you 
have with international students 
that would have made you the one 
to do this? Do you feel you play a 
special role for them? 

Nick: I don’t think I have anything 
special in that regards. I just believe 
that you should look to the people 
in your community group which 
people are forgetting. They may be a 
big majority or a small minority, but 
looking at those people and seeing 
how you can help and getting to 
know them. 

I’m a Christian, quite a devout 
Christian, but I have excellent 
relations with the Muslim Society. 
Maciej: You mentioned before What that was about was particularly 

that you wanted to buy housing during the Iraq War building a bridge 

for students in the form of a few between the different religious 

apartments that would be used to groups and saying hey, some really 
fund the Unions costs. It strikes me dodgy stuff is going on and we need 

that a) the Union doesn’t have any to make sure we are not getting 

competence in housing and b) can’t misinformation. And that’s what it’s 

provide more of a solution than for like. 

about 12 people, and I guess in the I knew nothing about Chinese 

long term you can provide more culture until I came down here. I’m 

of a solution than that, but you’re now invited to every Chinese festival, 

looking at a small group of people. I have a ball, and so does my wife. It’s 

Do you really think that that is about broadening my own horizons 

one of your core roles and will be a and in return giving back to these 

core achievement - to improve the international students what being an 

housing situation, or do you think Australian is all about, 

that it’s a bit peripheral? 

Nick: That’s not the core role of the Maciej: Did you support the war 
Union. This Union’s primary goal on Iraq? If you like, explain your 
is to provide healthy nutritious food position. 

to the student base at the cheapest Nick: Fm a politician so I can never 

possible price. It’s about looking give a straight yes or no answer and 

beyond the fish and chips and look Fm also a law student too. I supported 

towards what other small ways we the need for change. Maybe some of 

can help. He have a small clubs and the ways we went about it we could 

societies fund. We allow clubs to have done better, but that’s 20 - 20 

borrow barbeques. We’re trying to do hindsight. What Saddam was doing 
a little bit more with the community. to the Kurds was disgraceful. When 
As you said and as I said before, it’s you see the mass graves, whether they 
not going to help a huge amount of had weapons of mass destruction 
people to start with. or not doesn’t come into it for me. 

I’ve been looking through the photos he was killing he was butchering 

of this building when it was first built innocent people and I can’t stand 

in the 1970s. You have to understand, that. So I was quite happy to support 

that the Asian Bistro didn’t happen that war even though some of the 

until ten years ago. They started motives weren’t all that pure, 

with a small food servery and now 

they’ve developed it into this. Good Maciej: What is your favourite 
things come from small beginnings. sandwich? 

If we start now with a few houses or 

a few units, and that’s built up over Nick: My favourite sandwich would 

time, potentially we could get to a have to be cheese tomato and lettuce 

point where we could get in with a lightly toasted, 

developer and fund half a high rise 

close to the university. That’s in the ^fgjji 

future. I’m talking about laying the ' 
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Comedian and broadcaster Wil Anderson went to UC. 
Adam Brodie-McKenzie doesn't hold that against him 


out with some pretiy girls, that 
means you’ve made it. 


It took about half an hour of Wil 
Anderson and myself frantically 
trying to ring each other to do 
this interview before we got on to 
each other. By the end of all the 
messages we had sent each other 
we were already on a first name 
basis and, if you didn’t know any 
better, we may have seemed like 
chums. It was a little scary just 
how friendly he was. Sometimes 
I had to remind myself that I was 
actually talking to him not just 
listening to the Triple J. 


ABM: Ha! No, but you would 
have to say that you are luckier 
than most in that respect. 

WA: I don’t know. I remember my 
friend saying to me when I was 
doing the Nicole Kidman thing, 
“Man, if you from 15 years ago 
could see you now, he’d punch 
you”. I thought that was a pretty 
good way to describe the situation. 


ABM: I have to say I’ve seen you 
do stand-up a few times and I 
have to ask with your AMP gag, 
other than tell yourself the lotto 
numbers, if you were you 20 years 
from now what would you tell 
yourself? 

WA: Yeah. ..I don’t know.. .see 
whether I was balding. See how 
fit I was. If I was pretty thin I’d 
definitely go and pig out on donuts 
for the next 20 years. I’d also see if 
I was pretty with it because if so I 
would take a lot of drugs. 


WA: Hahaha! Yeah, I can 
remember always going to the 
ANU unibar because they would 
always have the best bands. That 
was such a great bar and the bands 
they got there were awesome. 


ABM: I heard that you actually 
went to the University of 
Canberra... 

WA: That’s right, for three years, 
did the whole thing, got the 
degree. 


Adam Brodie-McKenzie: So 
what’s it like being on the other 
side, being the interviewee as 
opposed to the interviewer? 

Wil Anderson: Well I have to say I 
like it. The thing that I don’t like 
when interviewing someone is that 
no matter how disinterested you 
are in the person you are talking 
to, I don’t know it might be like 
that for you right now, you still 
have to put on that plastic smile 
and act interested. At least when 
I am being interviewed, talking 
about myself is something that, 
you know, I am interested in. 


ABM: So how did you become 
a part of it all? I mean with the 
Breakfast show and the Glass 
House and stuff? 

WA: Well, once I stopped doing 
journalism I really just tried stand 
up. And, you know, that started 
with just doing 5 minute segments 
in pubs and then evolved from 
there. I mean you’re really on your 
own with that stuff and experience 
is the only thing that can help. 
There’s no humourversity, 
you know, no comedy 101 course 
where you can learn how to be 
funny. 


ABM: It’s funny because you 
seem to mention growing up on 
the farm a great deal but, unlike 
Paul McDermott, you don’t seem 
to gripe about Canberra. 

WA: That’s because I loved 
Canberra man. It was a great place 
to go to university. It was big 
enough that it was a city but not 
so big that it got all segregated and 
cliquey. Everyone knew everyone 
because you would always see the 
same faces out. It was a great place 
to go to uni. You know, like 
rooting under that cube thing in 
civic and seeing what colours you 
can get. 


ABM: Also, with that routine, 
you pay out Greenpeace. Have 
Greenpeace got stuck into you at 
all about that? 

WA: No, I mean generally when 
you criticize someone it means 
that you are on really good terms 
with them. If you don’t like 
someone you generally just do it 
behind their back, not on national 
radio. And, I mean, with that 
routine I say beforehand what 
a great organization I think 
Greenpeace is and that I am a 
member. But just because you like 
an organization doesn’t mean you 
have to like the way that some 
people behave in that organization. 
That is that equal opportunity 
thing. 


ABM: So how would you rate 
yourself on the fame scale of 
things? Would consider yourself a 
big wig Australia wise? 

WA: More like an ear wig. I have 
to say I like the situation I am in 
because, with the line of work I 
am in, if people know who you are, 
then chances are they know what 
you do. You know how there are 
some people and, you’re like, I am 
sure I know you from somewhere 
but I have know idea what 
you do. Like the Hilton sisters, 
who knows what they do? I have 
to say when I am in the newsagent 
or something and people come up 
to me and say I look very familiar 
my reply is often “yeah well, I 
hang around in a lot of gay bars”. 
That always seems to keep them 
satisfied, “Oh right... that must be 
it”. 


ABM: So where do you get your 
inspiration for your comedy? I 
mean when you are doing stand- 
up do you just try to be funny 
or do you want to try and be 
somewhat poignant as well? 

WA: Yeah, I mean being a 
comedian you are primarily there 
to make people laugh. If you’re not 
doing that then you’re failing. If I 
make a point and nobody laughs 
then I am failing. But then if I 
make a point and people laugh 
then that’s all the better. You 
know, you’re there to be funny and 
that’s the main thing. 


ABM: Yeah, I only just realized 
that that was there. 

WA: Oh right, OK, new 
experiences ahead. I can also 
remember going to the curry house 
in Belconnen and for the pure 
reason of ordering the satay sticks 
because when she said “peanut 
sticks” it sounded like “penis 
sticks”. Oh, I’ll tell you what that 
never got old not matter how many 
times we’d do it. 


ABM: It’s kinda like Bible 
bashers hey... 

WA: Exactly, I mean it is not as if 
anyone hasn’t heard of Jesus. Oh 
really, tell us about this Jesus 
fellow of yours. I mean what are 
they going to tell you that you 
don’t already know? Yeah, nice guy 
did a lot of good things and so we 
killed him. Really it doesn’t help 
at all. 


ABM: So where did you live in 
Canberra? 

WA: I started off living in 
Belconnen and ended up in 
Giralang. 


ABM: So where do you get your 
inspiration from? I mean is it just 
from looking at whatever and 
thinking, that’s just not right? 
WA: Yeah, on the Breakfast show 
we like to promote the idea of 
equal opportunity discrimination. 
It doesn’t really matter who you 
are or from what walk of life, if 
there is something funny to be said 
we will say it. 


ABM: But you’re not too bad. I 
mean you went on a date with 
Nicole Kidman and dated Kate 
Fischer for some time. 

WA: Adam, I take it that for you, 
it doesn’t matter what you’ve done 
or how many people know you, it’s 
more like, as long as you’ve gone 


ABM: Oh, OK. I am living in 
College on ANU campus. 

WA: Oh wow, that must be fun 


ABM: Well, Thanks for that Mr. 
Anderson. 

WA: You’re Welcome Agent 
Smith. 


ABM: Yeah, it’s kinda like living 
in a frat house... 
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Wonder Womyn! Trish 
Speaks 



Reclaim 
the Night is 
coming up fast. 

Make sure to show up at 
Garema place on Friday the 
31 s1 October to help celebrate 
the 25 lh year of Reclaim the 
Night marching in Australia. 
They'll be T-shirts, badges 
and entertainment as well 
as the March itself. Stalls 
will be set up from 5.30pm 
with speeches from 6pm with 
the March aiming to kick off 
somewhere between 6.30 and 
7pm. Last year's march was 
loads of fun and this year 
aims to be even bigger so 
much sure to grab as many 
people as possible and come 


along. Reclaim 

the night marches to 
support the right of 
women walking in the streets 
at night without the fear of 
being molested whatever 
they chose to wear. 


In other news the women's 
department handbook will 
soon be sent to the printers. 
The launch will hopefully 
occur in week two of this 
term (depending on how 
long the printer's need). 
To find out more contact 
your women's department 
on 612 59868 or email 

sa.womens@anu.edu.au. 


Silence Broken! 
Woroni Speaks 


We never get to write here. Not 
that we really WANT to, otherwise 
we would, because it's not like 
anyone can really stop us. This 
time, it's kinda to make up for the 
fact that your elected candidates 
for die SA exec and even the 
President himself didn't write a 
word (hey, it was the holidays), 
but also to give a heartfelt and 
so-chumpy-you-can-carve-it Big 
Up to the next generation. This 
year of Woroni is rapidly coming 
to an end and we are very happy 
with what we've done so far (even 
though I, Thom, kinda 

missed half of it).. We 

would like to extend 

most well- 


congratulations to the winners 
of die (semi-) coveted positions 
of Woroni Editors, Adam Brodie- 
McKenzie & Adam Hornsey. Well 
done guys, you've done us very 
well diis year and I'm sure you'll 
do everyone else well in die next. 



I suppose we had better make this 
something like an SA report, so 
here's a quick rundown of what's 
goin' down in Woroni town... 
+Maciej has been on an interview 
rampage and his thesis is getting 
second preference, so you 
students had better be grateful; 
-tWe're all looking forward to 
die utter gratuitousness of next 
issue's indulgence feature; 

+Our budget was passed without 
a hitch, even die squid & beer 
from the Scav Hunt; 

+We're bummed at missing out on 
the Student Media Conference/ 
This Is Not Art festival that's 
going on in Newcastle right 
now, unfortunately 

deadlines clashed rather 
dramatically; 

+ We' re enjoying not 
being sued by anyone 
at die moment. 


That about wraps it up 
from us really, so we'll leave it 
until next issue. Now, to go 
and find more coffee... 
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At the time of 
writing, the Nelson 
legislation has 
been introduced to 
Parliament in die 
last week. 


Loud & Queer: David Speaks 


Andrew 


Speaks 


It's quite difficult to 
read because it's a series 
of amendments to existing 
legislation, but if you're keen dieck 
it out at aph.gov.au (go to 'current 
bills'). Essentially it's everything 
we've been saying it would be 
- partial regulation of fees, an increase 
in die allowable number of domestic 
undergraduate full fee-paying 
students (so the rich and stupid can 
buy their way into university), attacks 
on staff and student representation 
widiin university administration etc. 


I W T h e 

j Government is 

i anN^ playing down die 
1 financial impact 

their "reforms" will 
have on students. With 
some interesting accounting, the 
Government is daiming students will 
have to bear an average of 27.6% of 
the cost of their education. It appears 
that the Government has included 
state contributions to university 
research and discounts for upfront 
repayment of HECS is its estimate of 
die Government's share of die cost. If 
27.6% isn't bad enough, the real figure 
is likely to be mudi higher. 


halls and colleges have 
indicated they are' willing 
to implement these for next 
year, which is great news. 
The existence of these 
positions should provide an 
important support network, 
as well as a way to get 
information and education 
into the halls and colleges. 


No Nelson No! 


It is possible die legislation witii be 
introduced to die Senate prior to the 
deadline for Senate Inquiry reporting 
(30 October), witii die vote sometime 
prior to 4 December. 


To keep in toudi or find out 
more contact the Education 
Department on 612 50710 or 
sa.education@anu.edu.au. 


Things are slowly starting to wrap 
up for the year - but tiiere's still a 
bit happening in the department. 

Along with the Women's 
Department, the Equity and 
Diversity Unit and Sexual Health 
and Family Planning ACT, we 
have been involved witii running 
a workshop on sexuality and 
gender issues that was attended 
by many heads of halls and 
colleges and various other people. 
I would like to thank everyone 
involved, and I hope that 
everyone got something out of it. 

Throughout the year, the Sexuality 
Department has been working 
very closely witii the Women's 
Department to have positions 
of Sexuality Contact Officer and 
Women's Contact Officer in each 
hall and college. A number of 


Hopefully the department 
will be sending some delegates 
to Talkfest (a conference of the 
NSW /ACT Queer Support 
Network) and QueerSpace (the 
policy writing forum of the 
National Union of Students Queer 
Department). 

Not too much happening on 
the social scene right now - the 
Jellybabies committee have done 
an excellent job this year and are 
probably taldng a well deserved 
rest. 

Any questions, queries, comments 
or concerns: 

sexdep@anu.edu.au or 6125 8514. 

David Mills 
Sexuality Officer 
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Clubs & Socs 


Up close and 
personal: 

Golden Key 
meets the public! 

Can I just have your attention for 
two minutes here, please? People 
trying to tell me to not to even think 
about mentioning the word.. .What 
did happen to free speech? Did we 
all leave it under our beds because 
it’s too scary to deal with? Every 
time I bring the topic up I’d get the 
same response: Don’t mention it. 
Don’t touch it; don’t 
look at it Anyth ing^^flJfii^jj 

would steal JBf C' ; v "" 

were afraid someone 
would hear. 

Honestly, it’s like being eleven 
years old again. After two years 
involvement in the Students 
Association, I kept hearing 
this strange word Golden Key. 
Everyone I talked to knew about it, 
and rambled on and on with stories 
about how high and mighty they 
thought they were, and how many 
jokes they’d played on them, in 
the good old days when they were 
still affiliated with the Students 
Association. 

First there was the one about the 
dildo in the coffee jar, then the one 
about the handcuffs in the Vice- 
Chancellor’s mail, then the one 
about their infamous exit from the 
old Students Association building 
that happened right in the Woroni 
office itself. (Okay, I made the last 
two up, but you get the idea, right?) 
Snicker-worthy material for those 
evil quick-witted student journo- 
hacks to take by the throat and 
wring for all it was worth. 

Then I did an unthinkable thing. 

I joined. 

When I say I joined, I mean, I 
joined. Not just go on the list, pay 
the money and get the certificate. 
No, I’m talking meetings here. I’m 
talking events, lots of them. Unlike 
most who join and then do nothing, 

I actually got tenfold in return 
of what I paid for membership. 

I received an all-expenses paid 
trip overseas to Chicago and to 
Sydney for both the International 
and Asia-Pacific Conventions, due 


to the generosity of our current 
excellent VC. These were both 
fantastic opportunities to see what 
other people were actually doing 
with their membership, to network 
and.... 

Ooops, sorry. There’s that scary 
word again. Ladies and gentlemen, 
introducing my new friend... 
networking. Don’t think it’s just 
a term for the public service. This 
is what all of those people (read: 
student politicians) are actually 
doing around this time of year 
when they bail you up against the 
wall in front of the union and slam 
the election papers into 
your face. They talk to 

IllBrekv - vou end lessly when 
awK\ all you want is 

Can I continue 

Allow me to go back 
and explain a little. 

What exactly is Golden Key? 
Anyone who achieves in the top 
15% of their course is invited to 
join. And let’s face it, achieving 
this is not that difficult, really, 
unless you can’t string two words 
together. Golden Key is an 
alumni organisation and because 
membership is not open to anyone 
this is why there has been so many 
slinging matches with the Students 
Association. 

Golden Key’s vision statement: A 
Global Community of Acadmeic 
Achievers is enough to inspire 
anyone to consider joining the 
Liberals with their brand of scary 
exclusiveness. Well, excuse me. 
What club on campus isn’t exclusive 
when it comes to the crunch? I have 
memories of attending a certain 
club meeting in first year and being 
shoved in a corner the whole night 
minding the case of beer between 
my knees because everyone was too 
cliquey to even say ‘hi’. 

So unlike most societies on campus, 
we don’t fall on the ground in a 
heap when someone new decides 
to appear. Why do you have to pay 
to join, you ask? Your membership 
fee covers the cost of maintaining 
the local Chapter so we can run 
events, we can instil our own 
flavour (flava, even) of ANU make 
it our own. And, unlike a lot of 
societies here on campus, GK has 
a regularly updated website. Here 
you can get (updated) information 
on what the society is about. From 


everything to community service 
activities, to career development 
days to wine and cheese events at 
Parliament House, to emerging 
artist exhibitions to the wide 
range of scholarships up for grabs, 
this is the place you can go to get 
the information you’re after, or 
take a virtual tour and meet the 
committee members. Check it out 
online at www.golden-key.anu.org. 

If you have reached this far down 
the page, I only want to leave you 
with a few final thoughts... right 
from the word go, I have travelled 
the world on the back of Golden 
Key. It is true, recent studies 
have shown that extra-curricular 
activities improve the quality of 
your sex life. The biggest benefit 
has been learning how to command 
a bunch of people and turn out 
leadership skills and opportunities 
for career pathways and 
scholarships. I’ve had the chance to 
meet some of the people who help 
to run this university. Let’s face it, 
free money is always good. There’s 
no catch here. 

You can email any comments to 
presi dent@anu.gol den-key.org. 

By Merryn Spencer. 
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An inexpensive 
World Wide Air Service 
for Personal Effects and 
Excess Baggage 

■ SPECIAL STUDENT RATES 

■ Save up to 50% on excess baggage 

• Pick-up from the door 

■ Packing carton and tape available 
• All airlines available - next flight 

Phone: 1300.300.688 
Australia Wide 

WEB PAGE: www.ietta.com.au 
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! ANU Rugby Club 
M l presents: 

|§j|§f Australia vs. 

WORLDCUP ■ 

20031 Argentina 


Fancy watching Australia play 
Argentina on the big screen with 
copious amounts of cheap food 
and drink? Well you’re in luck! 
On Friday 10th October the ANU 
Rugby Club will be showing the 
first game of the Rugby World Cup 
on the biggest screen in Canberra, 
right here on ANU’s Willows Oval 
( the one behind the gym). The 
opening ceremony begins at 6: 
30pm, and before that last year’s 
Rugby World Cup final will also 
be shown. Entry is free (no BYO 
and strictly no glass). There will 
also be giveaways, raffles and prizes 
including T-shirts, footys and two 
tickets to see New Zealand play 
Wales. 

The ACT Brumbies will be there 
before the opening ceremony 
running a junior coaching clunic, 
along with the Gecko Gang and 
other kids entertainment. It’s a 
great way to see the game with 
no packed pub atmosphere, no 
pub prices, and all proceeds will 


go towards supporting the ANU 
Rugby Club. 

If you have any inquires please 
email telstra@unirugby.com. 
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26: The Ultimate Penultimate 


•*»»* • i 

Woroni comments on the twisted society of today 

^ 28: Everyone’S A Critic 

SflV. vtj’i*. |?Y'v . • 

Woroni Judges 

31: Australian Idol: 

The Woroni Perspective 


We give the goods on the Idolatry 
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33 Cultish 

A Comic Extravaganza 

34 Dr. OK 

Advice for the New Age 


Press Gang works all the live-long day 
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The ultimate penultimate 


October 2003 - Articles, and though those, jokes. 
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Pointless Study Proves Pointless Fact 
Everyone Knew; Headline Sincere 

The results from the latest study into smoking conducted by 
the University of New York, which came out yesterday, may 
surprise some people, but only if they ’re stupid. The study, 
which was conducted jointly by the Science and Statistics 
faculties, set out to prove whether smoking was detrimental 
to the health of brown-eyed tall women who work as financial 
advisers. Professor Mitchell Stratcon, head of Scientific Study 
Development at NYU, said the results of the study were 
conclusive; 

“We think we have established, in this groundbreaking study, 
that brown-eyed tall women who work as accountants are not 
immune to the detrimental effects of smoking which have been 
confirmed by other studies, many conducted by us. This is a 
breakthrough which could really lead to some changes in the 
way health care operates in this country, and around the world.” 
Professor Stratcon said his team’s next project was to repeat 
this study on financial consultants, rather than advisors, before ■ 
embarking on a trial to see if driving 50km over the limit while 
severely intoxicated and without sleep for 3 days would increase 
one’s chance of having an accident. 

Property Boom Hits Parched Squalid Hell-Hole, 
Figuratively Speaking 

The fly-blown, wind-battered town of Upper Ridge, situated in the 
Tanami desert, 600 km north-west of Alice Springs, is set to boom 
after Sigrid Thornton shot a commercial there last week, following 
in the footsteps, or auction hammers, of Barwon Heads, where 
property prices have boomed following the filming there of her TV 
series Seachcmge, Byron Bay, where her film The Days of Now was 
shot, and everywhere else she has filmed. 

Already, prices in Upper Ridge for a 600-hectare block in town 
have moved from $1 to $10, and increase of 1000%. Mervin 
Dickson, spokesperson for the Upper Ridge Citizen’s Group, 
and only resident of Upper Ridge, said the town was positively 
booming; 

“we’ve had more people come through here in the last month, that 
i s, Sigri d and her cameraman, than we’ve had in years.” 

The barren wasteland 

surrounding Upper Ridge that 
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Arnott’s Realise There Is Substitute For Quality 
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The Arnott’s biscuit company, who have just last week posted their first 
corporate loss in over 100 years, has been forced to realise this week that 
their slogan is wrong, and that price is a substitute for quality. According 
to a report, consumers are purchasing generic brands in preference to 
Arnott’s brands because of Arnott’s ridiculously high prices, and quite often 
lower quality. 

Arnotfs spokesman, Sam Duncan, says to remain competitive Arnotfs 
will change tack and attempt to find another substitute for quality, with the 
most likely choice being high pressure propaganda campaigns. 
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The exhorbitantly-priced biscuits 
that taught Arnott’s that there 
are at least two substitutes for 
quality - price and actual quality. 
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rV according to the Upper Ridge 
Citizen's group. 


Shampoo Not Advertised As Edible 

The latest advertising campaign for Pantene’s shampoo 
range has outraged consumers this week, as the shampoo 
products are not advertised as edible and containing 
only fruit and herb products. The advertising, for 
Pantene’s “Refreshing Clean” range, contains no mention 
of Gingko, Bilboa, Lemon, Grapefruit, Strawberries, 
Canteloupe, Rockmelon, Paw Paw, Kiwi Kiwi, or fruit 
extracts in general, nor pictures of fruit surrounding the 
bottle, nor people engaged in sexual activities with the 
shampoo when surrounded by fruit, as Pantene’s previous 
advertisements have. 

Barbara Jenkins, of Pantene’s advertising division, didn’t 
want the change; 

“We didn’t want to do it, because fruit really is a good 
thing, particularly on your hair, but the Advertising 
Standards Board told us the amount of fruit in our 
shampoo was less than that of motor oil, so we had 
to change our campaign. Personally, I don’t think you 
can get much closer to fruit than our main constituent 
ingredient, metrohydroxybenzoate-2-hydroxy.” 

The change in advertising, while confusing for consumers, 
is also confusing for fruit vendors, who will have to stop 
advertising their goods as shampoo. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


$50 note. Excellent condition. 
Earned in legitimate manner. 
$60. 

Arts Degree. Realised Useless. 
50c. 

Baby Cot. Conforms 
to Australian standard 
RT56386JH%&*>/B (not very 
high standard.) $200. 

Baby Cradle. GC. $150. 

Baby. GC, recent model, hardly 
used. Conforms to standard, can 
be put in cot and cradle. $90. 
Book. Crap Condition. Don’t 
know why anyone would want 
to buy it. Should have been 
thrown out. Can’t Read Words. 
$ 200 . 

Classifieds section of 
newspaper. Can be used to read 
about many interesting things 
you can purchase. $8. 
Computer, Pentium 2, 300 
Mhz, 128 Mg RAM, 12 Gb HD, 
serious description. $450. 

Cp. On. yo dlug unq. abv. asp 
out yes in d5g :/]\ $t ono 
Dictionary of abbreviations 
used in classified 
advertisements. Indubitably, 
as well as unquestionably, 
the forthright authority on the 
aforementioned topic, that of 
abbreviations and the desire to 
shorten words. $50. 

Editor’s Position for Next 
Year’s Woroni. Not very hard. 
$1000. SOLD. 

Electricity. You transport, 
personally. $50. 

Empty Chip Packet. Found on 
Ground. All Chips Gone, could 
be used to put things in. $10. 
Exercise. No longer wanted, 
modern lifestyle preferred. $5. 
Free, to good home. 16 yo sick 
mongrel dog. Has liver, bladder, 
sight, kidney and stomach 
problems. Vet bills only $16000 
pa. Free. 

Free, to cruel home. Dog we 
don’t like. Want to get rid of 
him. Don’t care how. 

Free. Intangible Object. If you 
can pick it up, you can have it. 
Free. Excess 0’s. You Collect. 
$0000000000000000000 
Free. Water. Have to collect 
from sky, but once done, makes 
refreshing drink or thing to 
splash on people. 

Free. Ice. In Liquid Form. Has 
similar uses to Water. 


Free. Water Vapour. In Liquid 
Form. Has similar uses to ice in 
liquid form. 

Free, or nearest offer. Price that 
doesn’t make sense. Only used 
once. 

Free zer. Keeps food cold and 
off the ground. Is different to a 
freezer. $100. 

Life. Must go, as just commenced 
boring job. Also available, 
personality. $10 each, or both for 
$25. 

Miscellaneous Words. Include: 
tripe, binding, indubitably, 
wondrous, and many more, and 
many more. 

Nothing. $0. 

Omo. $1 ono. 

Phone Numbers Missing in 
these Classifieds. Used as 
excellent money-making strategy 
for newspaper. $ 1 00. 

Rest of Newspaper. You can’t 
read the classifieds but you can 
find out about all kinds of events. 
$ 10 . 

Refrigerator. $100. 
Self-Contained Colding Device. 

$ 100 . 

Semi-Artificial Temperature 
Destabilising Operative Unit. 

$ 100 . 

Set of shelves in tall white box 
that can be plugged in for light 
and cold. $100. 

Sub-Editor - Satire. $5 ono. 

The Lot. $80. 

Wanted. Humour, possibly for 
use in classfieds. 

Woroni. Will give you money if 
you take. -$ 1 0. 

Ye Olde Moor. Also, Wench. $40 
each, or both $120. 


Stars In Sky Drawn In Shape Of Plan Of Detailed 
Supercomputer Circuit 

There has been a great breakthrough in astronomy circles 
aver the weekend, as astronomers, after much staring, 
lave realised the formation of stars previously referred to 
as the saucepan actually resembles the detailed circuitry 
af a supercomputer. Chief Astronomer with Mt. Stomlo 
observatory, Michael Blake, says it was a relatively simple 
piscovery; 

‘We just couldn’t work out what else the saucepan looked 
ike, but after staring at it for 12 hours, and using a bit of 
magination and lateral thinking, as well as adding 10 stars 
and drawing some lines, we realised the 5 stars were in the 
shape of supercomputer circuitry. We hypothesise that the 
stars were arranged in this way by aliens to show us that 
hey have supercomputers, and their circuits as well,” he 
[said. 


Rapper Has Surname 

US rapper Swag Maximum has caused an outcry this week as 
people who hear his name or otherwise come to be aware of it, 
such as by way of this publication, realise he has a surname, 
lunlike every other rapper in the country. 

Mr. Maximum outlined his reasons for the brazen move in an 
interview with US magazine Rap and Violence Weekly, Man] 

‘I didn’t want to sound weird or nothing, yo,” he said, in a 
much less intelligible form, that wasn’t quoted for humour 
because bad grammar has already been used as a joke this year. 
Swag's friend, popular hip/hop/c/rap/pop singer Staggy said 
many things that were unintelligible, while fellow rapper 
Snaggy shared Staggy 's sentiment of incomprehensibilily, and 
:hat Swag was stupid. 

Train Crash In Sydney Doesn’t Occur; 

Picture of Train Accompanies Article to 
Affirm What Train Looks Like 

There has been yet another tragedy in Sydney, as a train crash 
lasn't occurred, resulting in the first crash-free month in 3 years 
bnd hardship for thousands of people who rely on the crashes, 
loseph Barbello, of Smith's Crash Repairs in Parramatta, said he was 
devastated by the news, as he needed the repair work to feed his 
amily and pay his ridiculously high mortgage, not necessarily in 
|that order, while Mary Potakis, of Rocklea, was equally upset; 

'With all these trains staying on the rails, it means they come right 
by my house, which is annoying," she said. 


Democrats Win Extra Seats 

In a boost for the federal Democrats yesterday, three of their 
members each won 2 lovely seats at a RSL club raffle. The seats, 
made for outdoor use, are canvas backed, with a galvanised metal 
frame, perfect for sitting on, which of course is the purpose which 
was envisioned during dieir manufacture. The leader of the 
Democrats, who have been struggling of late, Andrew Bardett, said 
the extra seats would be welcome so everyone could now have a seat 
at party functions; 

“Obviously, we would have preferred winning a figurative 
interpretation of seats,” he said, “but this is nothing to be scoffed 
at.” 


The seat, or possibly more correctly, chair, 
which a number of Democrats won - most 
likely the only one the Democrats have a 
chance of winning. 




Person Who Says, 

“If I Had A 
Dollar For Every 
Time Someone Asks 
Me That” Questions 
Why Anyone Would 
Give Him Money For 
Asking A Question Of 
Him, Calculates Total 
Earnings As 
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The Journey 
of Maa 
A Genetic i- 

Snenc#?^ 


Eveiybody has their own opinion. Holding it back hurts so bad, blit we had the same opinion, because 


Falling under the Woroni hammer this month: 

CDs//Jet - Get Born; Turbonegro - Scandinavian Leather; A Perfect Circle - Thirteenth Step BOOKS//Elliot 
Perlman - Seven Types of Ambiguity; Spencer Wells - The Journey Of Man; Morag Prunty - Poison Arrows; 

Elizabeth Howard - Slipstream F1LMS//Legally Blonde 2; 


Jet — Get Born 

Review by Adam Bradic-AicKenzie 


If you haven't heard of Jet yet you probably will soon. They are the latest of the retro-rocking "the” bands who have 
cleverly omitted the "the" to escape recent condemnation of such bands. After supporting the Rolling Stones and 
record labels going into a massive fight to sign the band, resulting in them being signed for over two million dollars, 
one would expect good things of such a band when they actually got around to bringing out an album. This was, 
funnily enough, "Get Born" which is what they have needed to do in Australia after, like the Vines, first making it 
big overseas. 1 have to say I am conflicted to whether I like this album. The lyrics and music riffs have been done to 
death with every next word and note being highly predictable. This is no more evident that in their latest big single, 
Are you gonna be my Girl. You could call the line “So 1,2,3 tell me how to count to 3, because you look so fine and 
1 really wanna make you mine" as original butyou'd be wrong. The rocking riff is also nothing special. However, as 
cliched as it all is they do it exceptionally well. You cannot help tapping your foot or humming away to any of their 
songs. And you said rock music has to be original anyway? With bands such as Jet it is more their intensity and 
catchiness that makes the band. For this reason I have to reluctantly respect the lads. 


Seven Types of Ambiguity - Elliot Perlman 
Review by Helen Brombead 


Seven Types of Ambiguity is a long and deep book in which one can fully immerse oneself. It is a grand sweeping 
novel about the individual in the wider society, not like the typical novel of today which tends to be narrowly 
focused on the individual or certain aspects of society. Its subject matter could be summed up as being the effect of 
economic rationalism and other contemporary ideas on Australian life. But this summary does the novel an injustice 
because it is equally about love and literature and psychiatry and, in fact, almost everything. The story is set around 
a baffling crime of passion committed by an unemployed, idealistic schoolteacher. Elliot Perlman is as ambitious in 
the range of its narration as in that of its subject matter. The book is divided into seven parts that use a great variety 
of narrative styles and each of which focuses on the point of view of a different character. So the story tells the same 
situations from different points of view bringing out their ambiguous natures. Political messages can weigh a novel 
down. Seven Types of Ambiguity is, however, always exciting reading even when some of the characters’ speeches 
are close to polemic. Perlman achieves this with the element of suspense in the plot, humour and an insistent stream 
of striking ideas about life. Though these ideas are forthright the aforementioned ambiguous nature of the story 
provides the novel with subtlety. Characterisation is the weakest point of the novel. This is a nearly inevitable result 
of the book's complexity in other areas. This is an excellent novel that involves both the head and the heart of the 
reader. Perlman's achievement is made even more admirable because of the grandeur and complexity of his book. 


The Journey of Man — A Genetic Odyssey - Spencer Wells, 

Review by Derek Allan 


I Personally, I’ve always found the subject of humanity's origins fascinating but a bit baffling. It’s fascinating 
because, after all, it's about how we came to be here - us, homo sapiens, 'the only animal that knows it’s going to 
die’ as Andre Malraux once put it. Yet it's baffling because there are all those names that are hard to remember, 
or even pronounce, like australopithicus africanus or Chattelperronian. And the time scales are unimaginably long 
— measured in hundreds of thousands or even millions of years. By comparison, recorded history, even as far back 
as the ancient Egyptians, seems like yesterday. And then, to make matters worse, the subject seems riddled with 
hypotheses and possibilities rather than things we can be reasonably sure about. Human beings might have sprung 
(sr.sa up independently in a number of places, or they might have all come out of Africa. Neanderthal man might have 
lllll been our ancestor or he might not. And so on. Spencer Wells’ book is not completely free of those drawbacks but he 
does present the stoiy much more coherently than most. The big advance, which his book describes in some detail, 
is the new evidence from genetics and DNA. Added to what’s already known from the stones and bones, DNA is 
*• turning some of the hypotheses into near certainties. Did we all come 'out of Africa'? The DNA evidence gives 
a firm answer: Yes, we did - in the same exodus, by the way, that brought the ancestors of today’s Aboriginals to 
Australia. The DNA even says roughly when that happened — about 50,000 years ago. Did homo sapiens evolve from 
Neanderthal man? The DNA gives a clear ‘no . (You may of course know someone who you feel is an exception...) 
What about earlier hominids — homo erectus, etc — whose bones have been unearthed in places like China and Java? 
Were they the forebears of the homo sapiens populations who lived in the same places later on? The DNA says 
i earlier exodus from Africa but, like Neanderthal man in Europe, couldn't compete when homo sapiens, with all his flash 
ok tells a fascinating tale and tells it well. Readers with a background in genetics will understand more of it than I did, 
follow the plot without difficulty. Wells writes for the general reader and he does his best to help you over the hard bits, 
r prehistoiy that we'll probably never know. When did we learn to use language, for example? Even the best guesses usually 
ike 'somewhere between 200,000 and 50,000 years BC’. And precisely how and why did language appear? Just educated 
v an awful lot more about our origins that we once did. We’ve travelled a long way since the good Bishop Wilberforce in the 
iced that, on the basis of the genealogy set out in the Bible, he had calculated that the world was created on 23 October, 4004 
s is not writing about the creation of the world, but his book is a great read for anyone who wants to know the latest and best 
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A Perfect Circle - 'Hiirteenth Step 

Review by Thom Mackey 


^ VC ^' stene< ^ to CD about 1 0 times in the last week and 1 still can’t get the hang of it. It’s very, veiy different from the band’s other 
__ album, that much is for sure. The band have rather obviously moved away - or, at least, moved on - from their debut, with the overall 

feeling of this record being much more self-confident (although notin the way you might think). The songs on Thirteenth Step carry 
the same skill, emotion, lyrical prowess and wonderful composition as Mer de Noms, but they come at it from a different angle. The 
i >5jr, majoiily of the tracks are dense, melodic and subtle - not weak, just subtle - as showcased by tracks like Vanishing and Lullaby. The 

/ A \ singles - Weak & Powerless and The Outsider - have had a lot of airtime on J J J recently, but they are far and away the exception 

to the rule on this album. While those two songs are almost-averagc, fairly uninspired rock/metal rescued from mediocrity only by 
Maynard's vocals, the other tracks give away the real idea behind the CD - an experiment in songwriting that isn’t confined to the 
\ drop-D world of heavy rock. The artists, pulled from the foremost names in the American grunge-metal world with members from 

— : U the Smashing Pumpkins, Tool, Marilyn Manson and The Vandals, have in this album obviously' taken the opportunity' to try things 

they couldn't in their "real" bands, and the result is something that’s a little difficult to get into, but with each subsequent listen, the 
artistry and creativity involved becomes more and more apparent. A veiy interesting album, with moments of both mediocrity and excellence, but overall the beauty' and care 
come through to make Thirteenth Step a worthwhile listen. 


Poison Arrows - Morag Prunty 

Review by Helen Rmnihead 

"It is only shallow people who do not judge by appearances." OscarWilde. It is also possible 
to judge a book by its cover. From the lurid, florescent pink and yellow of the cover of 
Poison Arrows, we know what we are in for. This is a genre of fiction which my sister 
has named "big, colourful books." These are contemporary light-hearted romance novels. 
They are not as good as their forerunner Bridget Jones’s Diary but not as trashy and 
humourless as a Mills and Boon. As compared with Bridget Jones's Diary the novel has 
a rather unglamorous but affectionate setting in the small Irish town of Gorrib. The town 
is filled with inhabitants who have made some errors in love. Help arrives in the form 
of Cliristian, a cupid. He is a bureaucrat in the ministry of love and has been sent by his 
employer, God, to sort out their wan love lives. This is pretty standard religious jokiness 
that is only occasionally amusing. It even includes an appearance by God himself with the 
elicited "Harold be thy name” line. Ireland is now so secular that such a casual light piece 
ol casual, incidental blasphemy can be written there. The Irish are probably' more familiar 
than most with religious concepts and so can appreciate it. The large number of vivid characters is an admirable featur.e of 
the novel. It is also interesting for a book of this kind to cover two generations of lovers. It also helps that Prunty has a lively 
(though sometimes overbearing) conversational style of writing that keeps the story somewhat entertaining. Poison Arrows 
is a tolerable example of its genre but it is not funny or clever enough for an occasional reader of the genre to bother with. 


Slipstream: A Memoir - Elizabeth Jane Howard 

llflf r Slipstream is Elizabeth Jane Howard’s memoir. It is quite fine. Howard lived her adult life in the 

*|j|jy midst of post- war London's bohemian scene, and counts Cecil Day- Lewis, Charlie Chaplin and 

J j lf fgl Laune Lee among her many friends. She trained first as an actress, and has worked as a television 
'vm p ersona ]|ty ( publisher, screenwriter, and is the author of twelve novels. She was married three times, 
Ajpy finally and famously to Kingsley Amis. In closing. Howard says that she wrote the book in search 

of truth. This is implicit throughout the book, and her goal of truthfulness is aggressively (and 
” v - r ‘ occasionally' self- consciously) pursued. The writing is smooth, frank and honest, occasionally to an 
embarrassingly intimate degree. The construction of the work as a series of scenes rather than as a 

protracted and continuous narrative is particularly' effective because it allows overt structural division 

between the distinct periods of her life and their attendant characters. Like Peter Con rad i’s biography 
of Iris Murdoch, Slipstream shows the inextricable link between the woman and the time in which she lived. In both cases, there is 
a curiously symbiotic relationship between mid-twentieth century bohemianism and the life and work of the subject. As such, it is an 
absorbing portrait of the time as much as it is of Howard. A satisfying account of a life well lived. 


Turbonegro - Scandinavian Leather 

Review by Don Kiitpinj/zi 


Powderfiiiger 

Competition 

Results! 

The Woroni office was inundated 
with entries to interview Bernard 
Fanning from the ‘finger. Two 
lucky students (and their lucky 
friends) will be setting sail for the 
Royal Theatre come December 
14. Here are the questions they 
submitted... 

Ben May 

1 . What is the worst thing you have 
ever done? 

2. When you think about the future, 
how do you feel? 

3. When do you feel like an artist, 
and when do you feel like a business 


Georgina Gordon 

1. What primaiy school did you go 
to, and were you damn proud to go 
there? 

2. Do you know my brother's covers 
band in Brisbane? They're called 
Berst, and are apparently' pretty 
popular in places like Mary Street 
and the Basement. 

3. A few years ago, my Gran told me 
that she knows your mother, and 
since then I’ve been using that as 
my' claim to fame ("Well, my gran 
knows the mother of the lead singer 
of Powderfinger!’’). I have to know 
if it’s true! Can you ask your mum if 
she knows my gran, Maiy Gordon, 
who lives in Toowong, Brisbane? 


Returning from a 5 year hiatus with a vocalist fresh out of a mental in- Woroni will be printing the answers 

stitution and lead guitarist Euroboy continuing to serve up some of in an upcoming issue! 

the hottest axe-work this side of a lumberjack convention, Turbone- 

gro prove that the future of Scandinavian cock-rock (or ‘deathpunk’ as they've self-christened it) is bright indeed. 
Arguably the only true heirs to the Alice Cooper crown (Manson and Zombie can fuck off), Turbone- 
gro come on like a six-part homoerotic juggernaut; rocking harder and with more pomposity and showman- 
ship than anyone since the mascara-smeared Great One and, just like the man himself, are seriously' fun to listen to. 
Scandinavian Leather comprises 13 tracks of hilariously testosterone-poisoned fag-rock, w'hich, even among tongue (or other) in 
cheek songtitles like 'Wipe It Til It Bleeds, ’ 'Sell Your Body (To The Is'ight) ’ and Train Of Flesh, ‘ are delivered with enough attitude 
and musicianship to get even the most flannel-beddcckcd homophobe singing lines like ‘freight train of flesh/ you wanna ride this 
freighttrain?'Hell, there seven afluteburiedsomewhere in ’Wipe It Till It Bleeds, ’butyou ’ll be rockingout too hard to notice. Other highlights include ‘Fuck The World’ and 
’ Drenched In Blood’ (the first of whichyou may have heard on jjj and contains two of the best lines to appear in anyone’s lyric sheet: ‘Tonight I m feeling fine /cos I heard that 
denim's back in style’; Tve got razor blade lips / I’m gonna loss some wrists'). Bassist Happy Tom even w'ears a sailor hat as part of his get-up. How fuckin’ hardcore is that? 
These reviews are supposed to be short, so I’ll wand up with this final sentiment: if it wasn’t for their influence all over this album, Scandinavian Leather would totally 
out-schlock both Cooper and “gasp 0 the mighty Crue. As it is, anyone would be happy to own an album that draws its seed from both of those dudes and even rips of 
riffs from Sonic Youth before totally making them their denim-loving bitches. 
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...By the way, if anyone is a massive fan of 
any of these artists and can't wait to get their 
hands on the single, come up to the office and 
we ll give it to you. It's that simple. You'll get 
the stickers and everything. Please. 


Legally Blonde 2 
review by Ali Jenkins 

When I'm lucky enough to 
walk through the Law School 
foyer, I sometimes feel that I am 
surrounded by lots of Elle Woods’s. 
But somehow they don’t seem to 
have her relentless optimism, eye 
for colour, or chihuahuas in their 
handbags. I could draw many 
parallels between Legally Blonde 
2 and a law lecture. Firstly there 
is a lot of extraneous information, 
secondly there are lots of bad 
jokes, thirdly it goes for about two 
hours. Having said that though, 
I would highly recommend that 
unlike your two hour law lecture, 
you will have fun at Legally Blonde 
2, mainly because of the bad jokes. 
So take a break from writing your 
summaries and tearing pages out 
of library books. Haul ass to the 
cinema and blonde up. But when 
you get back to uni don’t follow 
the example of the screenplay 
writer and plagiarise a previously 
successful essay. 


DO SOMETHING A LITTLE DIFFERENT NEXT YEAR. . . . 

BECOME A MENTOR FOR 






- Student Information & Guidance Network 

We are looking of students of all varieties to be help first year students settle into life for the first few weeks of semester. Free training provided. 
You might do a campus tour or show them how to access the sport and recreation centre. You are not expected to be a tutor or a counsellor. 

Why do it? 

You get to meet heaps of new people 
Certificate from the VC for your resume 
Get that warm fuzzy feeling of helping someone out 
Develop leadership, communication and problem-solving skills 
FREE SIGN T-SHIRT & lots of free food 
Doesn t take much of your time 

INTERESTED? Send an e-mail to be placed on our mailing list to Leanne.Paonne@anu.edu.au or phone Leanne on 61250057 
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ustralian Idol 


Willi 


The Australian Idol phenomenon. Ric Atkinson breaks his contract and talks to us about making the top 60 

On the Australian Idol website, contestant Cosima De Vito is branded a "bit ol a smarty pants" for holding a degree in commerce. 
Comments such as this might lead you to believe that the makers of Australian Idol don't expect much. In fact, the "Idol” brand of 
reality TV is transnational, trans-stational, and, as Courtney Act showed, transvestite. Expect the winner to appear at Belconnen 
Mall and the Hyperdome, with hordes of screaming fans in scenes reminiscent of Scandal ’us in their glory days. The Australian 
Idol Finalists sang at the AFL Grand Final, and they appear on TV three nights a week. When the show’s CD is released expect it 
to rocket to the top of the charts, and when the winner is announced get ready for total radio domination faster than you can say 
"Who’s Reggie Bird”. There is a student walking among us who got a lot closer to the action then we ever will. 


Ric Atkinson is an ANU 
student who just missed 
out on the cut for the top 
40 on Australian Idol. In 
Woroni, he reveals the 
fun times, the awkward 
times, and his opinions of 
the whole process. 

Ric on the Audition Process... { 

I got an email in my inbox in April 
- ad of a person on a stage - are 
you the next Australian Idol? Oh 
yeah I could do that. The auditions 
happened to be a day off, so I 
managed to get up to Sydney for it. 

I joined a queue from Sunday 7am 
till midday. We went into a large 
auditorium with a number each. 
Everyone was just sitting down 
and having their numbers called 
in groups of ten. There was crowd 
entertainment from people who 
were auditioning. I did a few Rocky 
Horror songs - Time Warp etc. 


I was invited back on the 
Wednesday - all the same people 
from the last audition were in the 
queue. This time cameras were 
there - very exciting. I was nervous 
though I tried not to be. A couple 
of hired performers came along 
— some home boy clown. I think 
there was also a girl who was off 
[Ten’s comedy sketch show] Skit 
House (I’m not so sure about that 
one, though). 


We all had our numbers again, 
this time to audition for the judges, 
Marcia Hines and co. Then we 
were left waiting in the audition 
room for ages. 


Here's Ric on TV. The most coverage he received was when he was rejected in the infamous 
third dumping room. As you can see, his eyes are saying “I’m a little bit disappointed." His 
hair, however, is saying, ''Mmm... Swiss breakfast tomorrow morning." 


Producers said that my words were 
funny, and that 1 should do that 
about the judges on the day. So 
1 went in there and sang “Mack 
the Knife" about the producers, 
NAPSTER and BMG. I sang 
about stuff like how Mark Holden 
had a b-grade pop star career. 
Marcia Hines goddess of parent's 
generation. The judges liked that, 
they told me to come back for the 
National Finals. 


advertisements if we did fairly well. 
On day one we had to line up in 
groups of ten. The process was that 
we had to sing a song different to 
the last auditions. I sang Minnie the 
Moocher. 1 got through because 
they said 1 was very funny (I had 
made up another verse, of course). 

I started making new friends. We 
were under television lights the 
whole time. There were 100 people 
all wanting to make it. 1 didn't feel 
like I was a part of the people who 
realty wanted to make the big time. 
Most people there were people 
who did gigs and sung almost 
full time. There were a few high 
school students, but I was the only 
university student there. 

1 made it through the round but 
then came the crush of being 
separated from some of the friends 


The Final 100 (including me!) got 
a flight up to Sydney and a hotel 
room. I snuck in my girlfriend. One 
great thing was that they provided 
a swiss breakfast. On da 3 ' one we 
had a briefing. We had been given 
a contract a week earlier. It was 
quite vicious actually. It took away 
rights to our own material - owned 
by BMG records. If I were to sing a 
song of my own material then they 
would own that material. That was 
one of the clauses! Other clauses 
were quite ugly as well. Another 
clause which I asked a question 
about was that they could force us 
to do promotions for their major 
sponsors — like McDonalds. So I 
asked a question but signed the 
contract anyway. The impression 
1 got was that we only had to do 


At 1pm my number was called. 
Mack the Knife was performed 
to lowly producers (not the now 
famous/infarnous judges). They 
gave me a blue card and joined 
another queue to stand there for a 
few hours. I met a few people in the 
queue. I sat there for a while and 
sang the same song again. I’d only 
learnt a couple of verses so I had to 
make up a few verses. 1 improvised 
aversion on Minnie Driver about 
how she lost lots of weight in order 
to make her career better but it 
fucked it up for her and now she 
does B-Grade performances. 


The National Finals were where the 
first TV episodes came in. 


Ric leapo out of bio narrative about the 
audition proceoo. “Aiwa! the actual obow 
and o bowed embarraooing auditiono. 
What woo cruel it that people were called 
back twice be fore they were filmed. Their 
bopeo were railed by I bio when it wao all 
a big joke. They raioed peopled hope.) in a 
/aloe way. They were told to be more over 
the top etc. It wao a bard thing on them. ” 
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"We might get busted for this interview. You won't be but I might" 



up with moves and harmonies for 
the song. In rehearsals everyone 
screwed it up. We had to do that on 
Day 2 and did very poorly. People 
forgot the words and lost the dance 
moves. At the end of the day, lan 
Dixon said to my group that one 
was crap and two were total crap 
(he didn’t say who was which). I 
think you should note that this is 
a breach of the contract doing this 
interview. But because the bastards 
cut me out, 1 am happy to breach 
the contract. 


deliberated. I was cut out with 22 
other people, so they could make it 
to the top 40. 


embarrassing those people in the 
final edit of the show. ‘I think that 
I was initially one of those early 
victims but they decided not to 
do it to me and I don’t know why. 
That was my main annoyance with 
Australian Idol. 


That’s the performance side and 
how it was structured. 


I’ve never seen the tricks of 
television that are played on 
an audience before. What was 
harsh about the people who were 
embarrassed on Australian Idol in 
the ’’Bad and the ugly’ TV special, 
is that they had made it through 
two stages already. Probably they 
were told in the first two that they 
were very good and were invited 
back. But they were brought 
back solely for the purpose of 


The way that people in the final 75 
and 63 were, like myself, of the 9 
or 10 that were not shown on the 
show at all during the whole course 
of it. You come all this way but you 
don’t get shown. Maybe there was 
good reason for it, but you're never 
really sure. You kind of wanted 
to get on though. But that was in 
the contract, we had no rights to 
prevent editing that would make us 
look stupid or anything. 


So on Day 2 of the audition, we did 
the performance. We had fucked 
it up and at the end of the day the 
judges were supposed to cut from 
75 to 55. They actually only cut 
the number to 63 and said it was 
because they couldn’t differentiate 
between us all because we were so 
terrible. Cheers! 


Unlike 12 others, I got through 
this day to make it to the final day 
of auditions, Day 3. This time the 
audition was to sing a song of your 
choice to an audience instead of to 
just the judges. The audience turned 
out to be the other contestants. I 
did a rendition of Steal My Kisses 
for that performance, and I did 
it quite well I thought. I did an 
audience jam session and beat 
boxing and rapping. I got the crowd 
to sing the chorus for me. There 
were 63 performances, so everyone 
was getting into it. The unity of 
the group made the performances 
better. Then they kept us waiting 
for two hours as the judges 


who were in Sydney with me. You 
may or may not be surprised to hear 
it, but there was a lot of marijuana 
floating around the whole time. 

The best thing was coming home at 
night and jamming with people. 

At the end of day I had to learn 
a new song by Stevie Wonder. 

The girls had to sing "Say a Little 
Prayer”. I got put into a group with 
two other guys. We had to come 


kind of laughed when I saw that on the show because I was thinking "what 
bullshit". 

Some of that might not be true because Liban came back as a wildcard. That 
[the wildcard show] was really interesting and it would be cool to see the 
politics behind it. That's television though, people watch it but they don’t 
understand the politics behind it. What sells well, what kinds of sexy boys 
you need, the sexy girls - whatever demographics you are aiming for. 

Would you do it again, given the opportunity? 

It was a really good experience and I would do it again. It’s not the sort of 
thing that you go on and fuck up because you go out in Canberra or Sydney 
and people say, “You’re that dickhead off Australian Idol, oh my god!” and 
they just start cracking up. There’s at least a few years of living in relative 
shame. But I don’t really care about that kind of stuff so I probably would 
do it again. 

Have you been watching Australian Idol? How has it progressed? 

I haven't really been watching it that religiously. It's a pretty crap show 
all told. It’s good when people are singing and doing their stuff but the 
presenters are not the best quality that could be found. They're good looking 
but their attempts at theatre and jokes and building up suspenseful moments 
for the viewing audience are such crap. 

The judges are pretty cool, mainly because Dicko is such a fun person to 
watch because he’s just so harsh. They’re doing their jobs. Ian Dickson’s 
role is the brutal one with harsh comments, Marcia comes up with the sweet 
comments even if someone is really bad. 1 don’t know who Mark Holden's 
character is meant to be as a judge. He’s kind of just this sleazy guy who 
enjoys girls' breasts and enjoys talking to them (their tits that is). Haha. 

The judges just had their role to play and so did we. It was understood that 
the judges had to be nasty and critical, whereas we had to be over the top 
jamming the whole time kind of thing. 

1 am just watching the show now, because someone taped it because they 
love it. I'm watching ‘inside Australian idol' for people that I knew. That's 
quite cool. 

1 do want to emphasise that what was the most fun is that you have three 
days of being with all these cool people. We sat around a room waiting to go 
on and so we just jammed and talked, it was good fun. I made a few friends 
and one really good friend. The music I made was quite good. 

There were cameras around, but not everything was taped. You had to kind 
of vie for camera attention if you wanted to get on, and I wasn't interested in 
doing that. I wanted to relax and talk to people. 

We might get busted for this interview. You won’t be but I might be. 

What’s your favourite sandwich? 

I’m a big fan of— get a piece of good piece of multigrain or whole meal 
bread, some very fresh tomato slices, slices of brie cheese, some lettuce, 
some sweet chilli sauce, some sour cream and then some form of meat like 
salami or chicken. Probably some spicey salami. 

Woroni thanks Ric. He’s OUR Australian Idol! 


For graduates interested in 

Oceanography, Meteorology & Climatology, Glaciology, 
irine Biology, Pelagic Ecology, Environmental Management 
and International Relations ;■ - 


The Institute of Antarctic and Southern Ocean Stiidies 

(IASOS) offers graduate diploma, honours, research masters and 
PhD programs for students who would like to tackle a range of 
environmental topics with specific reference to Antarctica and 
the Southern Ocean. The flagship honours program is a 
challenging one-year, full-time course, which can be 
% commenced either in February or July. Good performance 
. in honours qualifies candidates for entry to research 
masters/PhD. All IASOS students work closely with 
Tfe, national and international scientists from 
CSIRO, Australian Antarctic Division, the 
newly-formed CRC for Anoretic Climate 
% tL and Ecosystems, the Commission for the 
\>Sk\ < ~ onservation Antarctic Marine Living 
Resources, and other world-class 
■1, environmental agencies. 


For more information: 

| The Course Coordinator, IASOS 
Private Bag 77, Hobart. Tasmania 7001. 
Phone (03) 6226 2971. See also on the 
web at www.antcrc.utas.edu.au/jasos 
Email to Enquiries@iasos.utas.edu.au 


UNIVERSITY 
or TASMANIA 


iNvrirurr m anuaciic. j. 

SOU lilt OCtAN SHJDIIS 
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A superficial account would place 
Bone neatly between Disney and 
Tolkien. But that would not do it 
justice. Bone is firstly character 
driven fantasy and a number of 
common fantasy archetypes are 
explored by Smith within the books 
such as good versus evil, temptation, 
the quest, the unwanted burden and 
the looming supernatural threat. 
These standard themes dominate 
but there is more to it than that. 
Smith's light-hearted dialogue and 
humorous plot diversions lend these 
themes a new perspective. The 
darker elements are enhanced, not 
burdened, by the lighter ones and 
this is something quite special. Bone 
is versatile and varied. Traces of 
the Arthurian legends and Grendel 
are present but so is the bumbling 
of Charlie Brown. There is also 
a kind of pioneering wild-west 
vibe permeated throughout due to 
Smiley, Phoney and Fone Bone 
being just as alien to the valley as 
the reader is. 


A number or things could be 
described as being 'classic'. As 
in good. As in really good. As in 
timeless. Converse All Stars. The 
Empire Strikes Back. Pac Man. 
Pez dispensers. Jeff Smith's award 
winning Bone’ is a classic comic 
book and will remain so for as long 
as comics are read. 


My uncle did correctly pick up on 
one thing. Bone exudes something 
childlike. However, it is not naivete, 
but something far more precious: 
innocence. Bone’s appeal crosses 
age boundaries. It has the warmth 
of Wind in the Willows, the light 
humour of classic Disney and the 
easy going pace and accessibility of 
any Peanuts newspaper comic strip. 
It also has Tolkien’s variation of 
mood and the menace and wonder of 
an often forgotten animated fantasy 
classic, 'The Secret of Nihm’. 


Comics are for kids right? Some 
of them are, some of them aren't. 
However, this comic is different. 
I bought one of the first Bone 
collected volumes in the presence of 
my uncle at about age 16. He took a 
brief look at the artwork and asked 
me if I was too old to be reading a 
book with funny drawings of white 
blobby friendly looking characters 
that were similar to Casper except 
with bigger noses. I thought about 
this while reading that volume and 
the fact that I didn't put it down all 
day is ample answer to his question. 
No, I am not nor ever will be too old 
to read Bone. Why? Because it's 
damn good. 


Smith’s art is perhaps the most 
rewarding aspect of the book. His 
illustrations are exactly like his plot 
and characters, that is, varied and 
versatile but with a consistency 
of style. He can briskly carry a 
standard set of comic frames with 
a subtlety of pacing and line that 
makes them flow easily from one 
to another. Better still is his ability 
to suddenly convey drama and 
epic scale, which often utilises high 
contrasts and drastic changes in 
perspective. All without the use of 
any colour. 


Bone is the story of the three Bone 
brothers from Boneville and their 
accidental adventures within a 
mysterious valley beyond their home. 
The valley is Jeff Smith’s Middle 
Earth and is occupied with an array 
of characters that are sometimes 
human, sometimes supernatural and 
often idiosyncratic. His talking bugs 
have jive attitude. His dreaded Rat- 
Creatures yearn for quiche. 


Jeff Smith is a storyteller of 
true prowess. He can use dark 
and light, imply menace or 
joviality in equal measure and 
still make it all so naturally 
coherent. It is this quality that 
pervades every frame of the 
Bone saga, making it truly a 
cut above the average comic 
book. I love Bone because 
in this series Jeff Smith has 
tapped into something univer- 
sal, something human, some- 
thing classic, and made it still 
entirely unique and fresh. 
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By Stuart Griqcj. 


National Library of Australia 



their popularity was proportionate 
to their breast-size and inversely 
proportionate to the amount of 
clothing they wore. 


The other day I took my comic 
collection out of hiding in an attempt 
to entertain an old friend who had 
come to visit me. In amongst the 
mess of coverless X-Men and 
Wizard magazines hailing from the 
mid-nineties, I came across a book 
I had almost forgotten existed. One 
I wish I had followed more closely 
in its heyday, when it was the first 
comic book to portray human 
relationships with such a degree of 
honesty and realism. 


Strangers in Paradise is about as 
far from the superhero genre as you 
can get while remaining in comic 
book territory. The main character, 
Katchoo, is a woman with a dark 
past and strong feelings for her 
roommate Francine. Francine is just 
trying to come to terms with things 
after being dumped by her boyfriend 
and having a nervous breakdown 
(which involved cavorting naked 
in a public fountain). Then there's 
David, the shy, sensitive type 
who's had the misfortune to fall for 
Katchoo who is, well, gay, amongst 
other things. Terry Moore begins 
the series with this impossible 
love triangle, and in the process of 
resolving it weaves in the story of 
Katchoo’s mysterious and violent 
history, which is (of course) about 
to catch up with her... 


While it is a comic book, it sounds 
strange to use the word “read" in 
relation to Strangers in Paradise 
where “experience” seems much 
more appropriate. It’s as if you are 
not just a passive observer of the 
story being played out before you, 
but more like someone who has 
equal experience and involvement 
in the story as any of the characters 
on the page. The fact that it is an 
M sized, twenty-four-page book, 
containing panels and speech 
bubbles should not detract at all 
from the fact that it is an absorbing, 
even important look into love and 
die human condition. 


The strength of this book comes 
from the fact that it deals with such 
"heavy" human emotions but doesn’t 
allow itself to become merely self- 
indulgent or depressing, as so many 
other comics have tended to do 
(Spawn, anyone?). It's the joy as 
well as the tragedy in the characters 
lives that makes them come to life 
for their readers, as well as the 
fact that it’s all presented in such a 
completely honest, unguarded way. 
Right down to the way Terry Moore 
draws his characters, who are 
uncannily real and expressive. 


Strangers in Paradise was, in the 
words of it's creator Terry Moore, 
“a knee-jerk reaction to all the man 
bashing that was so 
severe in the media,” 
as well as an attempt 
to publish a comic 
where the female 
characters had more 
than just a secondary 
role. If you cast your 
mid back to the mid- 
nineties, you might 
recall that the majority 
of male characters 
portrayed in the 
media were either 
weak and pitiable or 
just plain mean, while 
in the world of comics 
(which is definitely 
a world unto itself) 
the opposite was 
true. While strong 
female comic book 
characters did exist, 
more often than not 


It wouldn’t be fair to give too much 
away just in case I have convinced 
anyone out there to go and buy the 
graphic novels and discover just 
how great this series is. All I can 
say to you is that yes, it is a comic 
book, but if you let that put you off 
you will be depriving yourself of a 
rewarding and cathartic experience. 


By Alice Allan. 
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activity and that people might listen 
to you because of your medical 
qualifications. 

Safety-First, Burgmann 


sitting next to you, issuing 
instructions that they have to 
hit you if you draw attention to 
yourself in any way. Then, to be 
safe, you have to put the ball in 
your mouth and bite down on it, 
and put the pantyhose over your 
head so you can’t spit the ball 
out. This way, you won’t have 
risk asking a question that no-one 
wants to hear besides you. If the 
above procedure doesn’t work, 
then maybe you should just stay at 
home - forever. I mean really, it’s 
not like you’re doing anything but 
wasting your hard-earned money 
anyway. Who’s going to come to 
see you for legal advice when you 
graduate with first-class honours 
anyway? 


What makes you think that I 
am a medical doctor? What’s 
with all the emphasis on my 
unsubstantiated qualifications? If 
you all must know, I undertook 
my doctorate in the study of love. 

I am a fully-qualified love doctor. 
In any case, people like yourself 
drag down the general aesthetic 
appeal of our university. Why 
don’t you live a little, huh? If you 
need to wear one of those dorky 
bike-helmets, maybe you should 
just walk everywhere. Next you’ll 
be telling me you wear seatbelts in 
cars, or put sunscreen on, or stop 
drinking when you can’t stand 
up anymore. There is a reason 
for the expression ‘life is short’, 
Safety-First, and by looking after 
yourself, you are defying all that 
this phrase stands for - what being 
a student itself stands for. 


Dear Dr. OK, 


Dear Dr. OK, 


by ostracising you because of your 
preferred note-taking methods, 
but its martyrs like you who are 
blazing the trail for thousands 
of students to come. As for the 
positioning of your power cord, 

I find that draping it across a 
major thoroughfare works best, 
particularly on a set of stairs. 

Then all you need to do is sit back 
and enjoy the slapstick! 


It bothers me to see so many cyclists 
riding around the campus without 
wearing helmets. I was hoping that 
you might condemn this dangerous 


Frankly, I am sceptical about your 
qualifications. Are you REALLY a 
doctor ? 


Prof Dr F. McGeek BA LLB LLM 
Sc. (Hons) etc 


Dear MISTER McGeek 


Have you heard the phrase, “I 
think, therefore I am”? Besides, 
how do you expect people to write 
in with their petty problems if 
they thought that I was, say, a 
mere lecturer? I solve problems, 
my friend, that’s just what I do. 
You might say that I heal stuff and 
if that doesn’t justify those two 
letters before my name, I don’t 
know what does. 


I am 60 years old and have retired 
after working for most of my life in 
the Public Service. My children are 
grown up and I thought that it might 
be a good idea to return to university 
to get a law degree. Yet every time I 
ask a highly relevant question from 
my place in the front row in a lecture 
and show how much experience I 
have gained over my life, I can hear 
the mutterings and jeers from all the 
young students behind me. What do 
you suggest? 


Australia’s funniest comedians every Wednesday night :: Doors open @ 9pm 

:: Call club to book a table :: 


Wed 8th Oct - Phil Trust me' Cass 


My friends and I have been struggling 
with a certain problem for a very long 
time now and we were wondering 
if you might be able to assist with 
it. Weid like to know, once and for 
all, are laptops too nerdy to use in 
lectures? If not, what is the policy 
with using a cord? 


Wed 15th Oct - Chris Wainhouse 


Wed 22nd Oct - Chris Franklin 


Puzzled, Suburbia 


Wed 29th Oct - Brad Oakes 


Ashamed, Burton and Garran. 


My dear Puzzled, 

Go home tonight and assemble 
a ‘retired, middle-aged student 
survival kit’. You will need the 
following; 

1 pair pantyhose; 

1 rubber squash ball; 

and 1 length of timber, dimensions 

2x4 preferable. 

Then, when you sit down in 
your next lecture, simply hand 
the length of wood to the person 


All guest djs are supported by resident dj Rob B 


Pfft! Laptops are the way of the 
future. In a utopian university, 
every chair in a lecture theatre 
would be equipped with a power 
socket and a port to connect to 
the internet. Sadly, however, the 
technological philistines presently 
in power do not appreciate the 
benefits. Sure, your peers may 
well express their jealousy of you 


Sat 25th Oct - Rob Brizzi 


Sat 8th Nov - Nick Skitz 

launching Skitzmix 1 6 

Don’t forget Thirsty Thursdays" every Thursday night 

:: $2.50 basic spirits, $3.00 local beers, $3.00 Cruisers :: 

Sydney Building, 50 northbourne ave, civic 
[p] 6248 0102 [f] 6248 0746 [e] icbm@icbmbar.com [w] www.icbmbar.com 
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The Spy- 
ing Game: 
Rugby 
World Cup 
2003 


As part of their continued great 
service to this country of ours, 
the Office of National Assesments 
(ONA) is helping us come second in 
the Rugby World Cup by providing 
intelligence reports on a number 
of other teams. The importance of 
this task is shown by the fact they 
have taken time off from toungeing 
John Howard’s balls to produce 
these reports. 

England: The last accurate 

intelligence we have on this team is 
from 1998 when Australia thrashed 
them 78-0. The assumption is 
that they haven’t improved since. 
Despite rumors that they have a 
new secret weapon code named 
“Johnny Wilkinson,” a reliable 
source informed us that it didn’t 
help England when they were 
beaten by Australia 3-1 earlier this 
year. 

j 

New Zealand: Shouldn’t be a 
problem. Over the last 6 years 
we’ve held the Bledisloe Cup for 
5 of them, so the chances are in 
our favour. If things turn nasty we 
can always deliver 50,000 sheep 
currently floating off Saudi Arabia 
to their team hotel. 

France: “Cheese eating surrender 
monkeys.” 

Fiji, Samoa, Tonga: Of great 
importance to Australian Rugby. 
When the World Cup finishes off 
Rugby League once and for all, we 
will need somewhere to house all 
the surplus mungoes. These three 
countries will make ideal dumping 
grounds, sorry, offshore detention 
centres. If they complain we’ll 
slip them a few dollars and some 
surplus footballs. 

Wales: Used to be a threat but 
apparently disarmed after the great 
League v Union war of the 80’s. We 
are picking up confused signals 
from our sources about whether 
they think this is a holiday or a 
chance to pick up a contract with 
South Sydney Rugby League Club. 



RUGBY 

WORLD CUP 

2003 


Either way, they should have saved 
time and headed directly to Fiji. 

Scotland: A bit of a mystery. Our 
only reliable information comes 
from a bootleg copy of Braveheart, 
so be prepared for a fair bit of 
mooning. 

Ireland: Can’t work out what 
they’re doing here at all. Last time 
we checked they play a strange 
form of Australian Rules Football. 
Maybe they’re here for the AFL 
Grand Final and got confused 
about the dates. 

United States: (Based on a report 
from the CIA). They have a half- 
wit for a coach but nonetheless 
we owe them big time. They are 
(apparently) the reason we won 
the World Cup in 1999. By turning 
up 10 minutes after half time to 
watch the final, they tipped the 
balance in our favour. So for this 
tournament we have to give them 
3 of our players for each game they 
play (Don’t complain, England are 
supplying 5 players a game). Will 
win the tournament as they are the 
only Rugby super power left in the 
world. Only drawback is their post 
game celebrations are a complete 
disaster. 

Other teams: Watch SBS World 
News to find out what’s going on. 
It works for us. 

Predictions: USA will easily win 
the tournament, with Australia 
runners up. 

Disclaimer: By the time you read this report 
it may be out of date. Don’t panic. Here 
in the ONA we have a saying “Show me 
a bogus report and I’ll show you a happy 
Prime Minister”. 


What it would look like if your 
essays were marked by 
Phil Gould 


John’s, 

A sterling analysis of Karl Marx! I 
have been a big fan of Marx since 
he burst on to the scene in 1844 
with his no beg your pardons style 
of materialist philosophy and 
this critique certainly does him 
justice. You stuck to your game 
plan of discussing his theory of 
class conflict within the context 
of his epistemological position 
and didn’t let up for a paragraph. 
I guess research was the real winner 
out there today. This is a marked 
improvement on the effort you put 
into your last essay and the rewards 
are just. Mate, you obviously didn’t 
take this essay lightly and gave it 
110%. I always say that each essay 
is as hard as the last one and if you 
keep your eyes on the prize you 
may just finish this course on top. 
HD 


Timmins, 

It was an essay of two halves and 
whilst you make a fair go of it in 
the first half you fell off your horse 
in the second half and failed to 
get back on. You needed to make 
much more of Marx’s analysis of 
class; instead you took his critique 
of the modern political economy 
too lightly and paid the price for 
it dearly. You didn’t stick to the 
basics: relations to the means 
of production, base and super 
structure. Instead you tried to be 
fancy by focusing your discussion 
on Marx’s critique of Hegelian 
idealism and just fell apart. In 
fact the standard of writing in the 
second half of your essay was a 
JOKE. Clearly you were thinking 
about your next essay and forgot to 
turn up for this one. My advice to 
you is to take a good hard look at 
the course and take it one essay at 
a time. You still have the rest of the 
course to turn things around. 



Open Monday, Thursday, Saturday. 8pm till late. 
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“STUDENT NO. 40” 

All: JOB SintJI 

A SLIPPERY CHARACTER, EVADING THE LAW AND THE MAN. "STUDENT NO. 40" IS WANTED AND WILL 
BE HUNTED DOWN. ON THE RUN FOR YEARS, "STUDENT NO. 40” IS PUBLIC ENEMY NO. 3 . REQUIRED 
rOR QUORUM AT STUDENT ASSOCIATION ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING WHERE 39 IS ONE TOO FEW 
AND THE AUTHORIT-AYS HAVE HAD ENOUGH. TWO DOZEN SHARPSHOOTERS, A HANDFUL OF RUSTLERS 

AND RING-INS AND A COUPLE OF DRUNKS DON’T QUORUM MAKE. 

"STUDENT NO. 40" MUST BE BROUGHT IN. 

REWARD: COLD PIZZA 


BY ORDER SHERIFF OF ACTON 
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